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tfWomen to get more
i time for MPhil, PhD

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: ~.cting on sugges-
tions made by HRD minister

. Smriti Iranilast week, the Uni-
: - versity Grants Commission
(UGC) on Tuesday decided to
relax criteria for women and
disabled candidates pursuing
MPhil and PhD degrees.
Women and those with mo-

re than 40% disability will
now get a year extra to comple-
te their MPhil papers and two
years more to submit PhD the-
ses. All women candidates will
also be provided maternity le-
ave and child care leave for up
to 240 days once while they
pursue these two degrees. In
case a woman scholar needs to
relocate because of marriage
or otherwise during her study,
she would be allowed to get re-
search data transferred to the
university to which she in-
tends to shift provided all

Centre casts doubt
on medical test
A day after the Supreme

Court ordered the common
medical entrance test (NEET)to
be held from this year, the hea-
lth ministry has indicated this
may not be "practically" possi-
ble given the short notice, Offi-
cials said the notification for the
test had to be issued by De-
cember in normal course. P6

other regulatory conditions
are followed and the research
work does not pertain to a pro-
ject secured by the parent in-
stitution or her supervisor
from any funding agency. The
scholar will also have to give
credit to her parent guide and
institution for the part ofrese-
arch already done.

~Related report, P 6
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GCtweaks
regulations for
colleges to win
autonomy tag

~Continued from P 1

Inanother important deci-
sion, the full commission of
UGC also decided that aw-

ard of degrees to those registe-
red for MPhilJPhD program
mes prior to July 11,2009 will bI1
governed by the provisions oi
the then existing ordinances/
bylaws/regulations and will be
exempted from the requirem-
ent of the minimum eligibility
condition of NET/state-level
eligibility test for recruitment
and appointment of assistant
professor or equivalent posts in
universities/ colleges and other
higher educational institu-
tions subject to fewconditions.
The riders include award of

PhD in regular mode only; PhD
-thesis should have been exami-
ned by at least two external ex-
aminers; open PhD viva voce of
candidate should have been co-
nducted, candidate should have
published two research publica-
tions from hislher PhD work
out of which at least one must
have appeared in a refereed jo-
urnal and candidate should ha-
ve made at least two presenta-
tions in conferences/seminars
based on hislher PhD work.
Also, a college accredited

with highest grades in two run-
ning cycles and also secures the
highest accreditation grade in
the third from NAAC will get
autonomous status provided it
obtains an ljOCfrom tbeatrill-
ating VIJI'8fty ImtI at1IJ ••••••••••••
certain UGCnorms.




