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Technical institutes to publish complete fees on sites

Neelam Pandey
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NEWDELHI: All technical institutes
in the country will now have to
publish a complete list of fees on
their websites and willnot be per-
mitted tochargestudentsforany
other costs, according to new
rules notified by the All India
Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) on Thursday.

Failure to follow the norms
will mean colleges will have to
pay a fine — the amount being

' twice the total fee collected per

gmdentLNetonlythis,me AICTE

can also suspend approval for
NRI and supernumerary seats
given to any institution for one
academicyear. *
Accordingtothenewrules,no
institute will be able to name
itselfina waythatitsabbreviated
form matches that of the coun-
try’s premier institutes — IIM,
IIT, IS¢, NIT or government bod-
iessuchas AICTE, UGC, MHRD,
Gol. The council said therule was

‘brought in to avoid confusion.

“This(naminginstitutionsalong
similarlines)isoften done tomis-
leadstudentsand theyend up tak-
ingadmissioninsuchinstitutes,”

said asenior AICTE official.
The regulations have been
notifiedinadocument called the
All India Council for Technical
Education (Grant of Approvals
for the Technical Institutions)
(1st Amendment) Regulations,
2017. Asper thenotification, fees
charged by theseinstitutions will

~ havetobe clearly announced on

their website.
Nootherfees can be collected

from the students aside from

those that are fixed by the state/

feeregulatory committee.

. The norms have also pre-

scribed penalties for violations.

For instance, the penalty for
chargingexcessfees will be twice
the total fees collected per stu-
dent. The excess amount col-
lected will also have to be
refunded tothestudent.
Additionally, the sanctioned
intake of the institute willalsobe
cutdown. Theinstitute canalso
loseitsapproval tooperatealong
with its approval for the pro-
gramme/course. “Theapplicant
shall also not use the word(s)
Government, India, Indian,
National, All India, All India
Council, Commission anywhere
inthename ofthe Technical Insti-
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tutionand other namesas prohib-
ited under the Emblems and
Names (Prevention of Improper
Use), Act, 1950...” reads the notifi-
cationissued by the council.
The notification also extends
to foreign universities/institu-
tions operatinginIndia by open-
ing their own centres or having
entered into partnerships with
domesticinstitutions. Itaddsthat
in such cases, the council will
inform agencies concerned,
including ministry of external
affairs, home ministry and the
RBI of their decision and advise
themagainstissuing visas.
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