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© NEWDELHE: Student researchers
whoplagiarisemaylosetheirreg-

istration and teachers who do

couldlose theirjobs with the Uni-
versity Grants Commission

(UGC) approving a draft regula-

tion on plagiarism which will be
notified after approval by the

Human Resource Development

Ministry.

Plagiarismin higher academia
is a huge problem in India and
UGC, the apex body of higher
education institutions, hasbeen
threatening to come out with a
plagiarism law for several years
now. It finally UGC
(Promotion of A teg-

ﬂtyandPrevenﬁonofPlagiaﬂsm_

in Higher Education Institutions)
regulations 2018 in its meeting
held on March 20. Hindustan

- Timeshasseen the minutes ofthe
meeting

The law prescribes graded
punishment for plagiarism. ‘

The draft rules for students
states thatinnon-core areas, pla-
giarism of up to 10% would not

invite anypenalty while thamf

mean the students will have to
submitarevised researchpaper
within six months.

.~ In case the similarities are

‘between 40% and 60%, students

will be debarred from submitting
arevised paper for one year. A
student’s registration for a pro-
gramme will be cancelled if the
similarities are above 60%.

Teachers whoseacademicand -

research papers have similari-

and60%, they notbeanowed :
to supervise new Masters/
MPhil/PhD students for two
yearsand will alsolbedenied the
righttoone annual increment.
In case of repeat plagiarism of
over 60% similarity, the faculty
members will besuspended, even
“Iam all for checking plagia-
rismwhichisindeed a problemin
India withinacademia. We have
very lax standards on this count

" and that is what seems to have

prompted government to propose
such a law. It would have been
better if universities had strong
internal mechanisms as in so
many other countries,” said
Dinesh Singh, former vice-chan-
cellor of Delhi University.

India has been witness to sev-
eral plagiarism charges against
central university vice-chancel-
lors and teachers in the past few

years. Pondicherry University
- V-C Chandra Krishnamurthy

quit in 2016 after a prolonged
stand-off with the HRD ministry,
followingallegationsthat she pla-
- giarized large parts of a book

in higher education..One of the

." Pehalty for

plagiarism

mentioned in her resume. The
mostcelebrated caseisthat of BS

Rajput, the VC of Kuamon Uni-

versity, who was a serial plagia--
rist; eventually, seven Stanford
University professors wrote to
then President APJ Abdul Kalam
about him.

According to UGC, all higher
educational institutions will

havetodevelopapolicy onplagia-

rismand getitapprovedby rele-
vantstatutory bodiesand display
iton their websites. In September
lastyear, UGC formed acommit-
teeand sought publicfeedback on

a proposed plagiarism policy in

September. “Meantime, a com-
- workshops as there are specific
rules,” the minister said.

ingtaken by the Principal secre-

tary to the Prime Minister on 16
September 2017 regarding reform

meetingwas related totheregula-

tiononplagiarism whereinit was

desired that UGC should alsocon-
sult with ITTs and IIMs for uni-
formityinregulationonanti-pla-
giarism,” madsﬂxemimmsd'the

meeting. : i

Land conversion

development can take placeinan
orderly manner, he said. Pan-
chayats will also have the right
to stop private projects breach-
ingcodes, or those thatare unau-
thorised. !

- “The land use change, which
was earlier with the govern-
ment, has now been decentral-
ised and given tothe panchayats.
Now people can set up guest-
multiplexes, petrol pumps,

‘The mutation of land too can

- bedoneinfavouroflegal heirsof

adeadlandowner. Rathore said
PRIs had been authorised to
renew and revalidate land pat-




