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Chennai: The scholarship
scheme for the top 2,000 JEE
rank-holders studying in Na-
tional Institutes of Technolo-
gy (NITs) has been scrapped
citingfunds crunch.

| Under the scheme run by
the Council of NITS, the top-
pers who pursue engineering
‘(undergraduate level) in NITs
areentitled to a scholarship of
Rs2.8lakh each during the du-
ation of the course. Laun-
ched in 2010-11 academic year,
the scheme also envisaged a
fee waiver of Rs 35,000 per an-
num to these meritorious stu-
dents. Documents available

with TOI reveal that the stan-
dingcommittee of the Council
of NITS, the top decision-ma-
king body governing the pre-
mier technical institutes, has
recommended scrapping the
scheme as it would save a total
of Rs56crore.

Consequently; the top 2,000
rank-holdersdoingtheir cour-
ses at NITSs have neither recei-
ved funds under the ‘merit

scholarshipscheme’, norhave

the institutes been asked to

send the list of potential bene-.

ficiaries this year. NITSs recei-

ve more than Rs3,600 crore an-

nually for development.
Revenue through sale of

applicationformsfor JEE was

the main source of revenue
forthe Central Seat Allocation
Board (CSAB), which coordi-
natesundergraduate enginee-
ring admissions in NITSs.
Funds, left over after conduc-
ting JEE, were utilised to
award scholarshipstotheran-
kers. “Of late, CSAB realised
that not much funds were left
over after conducting the ex-
amsandproposal seekingsup-
port from the ministry is pen-
dingforalongtime,” aformer
standing committee member
who participated in the mee-
tingtold TOL

The scheme was reviewed
after directors of NITs expres-
sed difficulty in continuing it,
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und crunch at NITs deprives
2k JEE toppers of scholarship

as there was a “huge gap” bet-
ween funds dispersed by the

‘Centre and the requirements

of the institutions. f
NITSs claimed that their in-
terestrategeneration (IRG)to-
ok a massive hit because of
the exemptions related to fee
payment. Unable to find a so-
lution, the committee decided
that it would be appropriate to
scrap the scheme and receipts
from CSAB could be utilised
for development of the institu-
tes. Though the recommenda-
tions were sent to the ministry
in November 2016, CSAB cha-
irman Udaykumar Yaragatti

~ refused tocomment on its cur-

rent status.
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