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“UGC to re;f
syllabus af
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NEW DELHI: The curriculum of -
NET, acountrywide examination
mandatory for people eyeing
teachingjobsin colleges and uni-
versitiesinIndia, willberevised
forthefirsttimein adecade, offi-
cials of the University Grants
Commission (UGC) told HT.

The UGC, India’s apex educa-
tionregulator, has set up commit-
teestorevisethesyllabusofeach
subjecttoreflectchangesin what
is being taught in higher educa-
tioninstitutions acrossthe coun-
try, senior officials said.

“The syllabus has stayed the
same though most universities
have changed their curriculum
over a period of time. We need to
reflectthosechanges... The com-
mittees will prepare the draftsyl-
labus and submititforapproval.
Onceapproved, adecision will be
taken on when toimplementit,”
said a senior UGC official,
requesting anonymity since the
information was privileged.

Securingaqualifyingscorein
the National Eligibility Test
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‘tobe assistant professors and for

juniorresearch fellows. The test
is held twice a year, first in July
and later in December.

For now, 25 committees have

been drawn up for separate sub-
jects. NET is held for 90 subjects
and officials said more commit-
tees will be setuptocoverall sub-
jects. Accordingtothesource, the
panels include people actively
engaged in teaching and
research. This is “to ensure the
syllabusis more dynamic and is
abletomeetthe currentrequire-
ment”, the official said.

Thereis alsoaplantoholdthe
test only once a year. A senior
human resource development
(HRD) ministry official said the
Central Board of Secondary Edu-
cation (CBSE) had pointed out
that it was difficult to carry out
the examination twice.

Sources said poor response to
thetest—6.5lakh studentsregis-
ter on an average and approxi-
mately 1.51akh takeit, withapass
percentage of only 3.9% — is
beingseen asafactor behind the
proposal toreduce the frequency.
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