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arecentstatement, Bharatiya
nata Party national general
crets RamMadhav said that
er and Mussolini were
‘oducts of democracy”. The
ark reminded me of Plato’s
¢. Sometimein 360 BCE,
said: “Doesn’t tyranny
ingfromdemocracy?” Plato,
kingat theills of the Athenian
{democraticsystem then, was one
ofthefirst thinkers towrite that
letting people govern themselves
‘could ultimately make the mas-
sbs (or a majority) support the
e of tyrants, substituting
mocracy with demagoguery.
may sound shocking, but

the more you look at current
political trajectory of countries
like Turkey and Brazil, themore
it rings true. Even the US and

appealtotheirlogicalthinking.
Power could simply be har-
nessed by mobilizing the collec-

 tive will of citizens by targeting

their ‘sentiments more than
intellect. Notjust Plato, Socrates
too, who was extremely critical
of the democratic process of
electing leaders, did not
acknowledge democracy asrep-
resentative of what an “ideal
state” should be.

In a famous illustration,
Socrates, while lecturing about
what an “ideal state” must look
like, asked Adeimantus who he
would rather have managing a
sea voyage: some random pas-
senger, or an educated, well-
trained and experienced cap-
tain? Socrates then used that
metaphor for the state, asking
why we would let just anybody
manage theship of state. He then
went on to propose a “totalitar-
ian regime” as an ideal state,
“where rulers who have

known.

Similarly, even liberal think-
ers like Voltaire, who strongly
advocated freedom of expression
andreligion, oncetold Catherine
the Great of Russia, “Almost
nothinggreathasever beendone
inthe world except by the genius
and firmness of a single man
combating the prejudices of the
multitude.”

Of course, one must distin-
guish between the form of demo-
cratic structures present in
Athens, whereenfranchisement
was limited toaround 20% of the
population, mostly Caucasian
malesovertheage of 18and with
parents who were also citizens.
There was a minimum wealth
requirement for some higher
offices. In countries like India,
wehaveadirectdemocracy and
the constitutional republic guar-
antees every citizen an equal
vote.

- Still, some of the xa;;oblems

> (amongothers) was considered
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resentation for all and the pro-

tection of minorities from dis-
crimination?Socrates provided
ananswerwhenhesaid: “There

isonegood, knowledge and one

evil, ignorance.”

The quality of education and
knowledge imparted toanentire
citizenry determines the very
source of thoughtandits scopein
being inclusive or exclusive in
nature. In Greece, education in
toric, astronomy, geometry

toreceive the kind of education
thatmakes themthink and share

a mutual respect for dialogue,
Wil -Constltutlon this Republic Day

debate and even dissent.
Unfortunately, what one sees
todayis the opposite of that. The
political instrumentalization of
fear, the evocation of negative
sentiments like insecurity and,
anxiety in a collective ordering
of society, goes against the con-
stitutional morals that our
republic sought to protect and
promote. We have had talk of
“de-radicalization” camPB fo{

e crucial role of liberal educationin
feguarding the values of our republic
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application of thought. Poor-
quality education is primarily
responsible for that. The scien-
cesneed moreattentioninsocial
science d1scoursp and critical
aspectsneedmti’eopenspaoefor,
ascientific temper for construct-
iveaction. But, instead ofan edu-
cativeecosystem of! crmcal self-
reflection, as a pre ite for
rational approaches to knowl-
edge, we seem to have a “moral
hazard” problem perpetuated by
democratic deficiencies and
- poor educational practices that
tend tomarginalize the value ofa
scientific temper to make space
for rhetoric, falsehoods, and
“othering”.
Aswecelebrate 70 years of our

on 26 January,one canonly hope
that protectinga constitutional
republicas inclusive and plural-
istic as ours: could make the
youngand old, therich and poor,
reflect upon the fragility of
democracies all the way from
Athens to the modern day, and
learn from their transitions to
smguard our freedoms, In a




