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"HRD to start skill

courses to make
graduates job ready
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. NEW DEI.HI' Aimed at enhancing >

the employability of graduates,
the Union human resource
development ministry willintro-
~ ducethreenew professional pro-
grammes providing over 1,000
hoursofindustry-linked training
for students ﬁ'om this academiC'
year onwards.

“We are starﬁng BA (Profes

sional), BSc(Professional)and B

Com (Professional) courses from

_ thisyear whereovera1,000hours
ofadditional course work will be
added during-the three years,”
HRD minister Prakash Java-
dekartold HT. *

- Elaboratingon the contentsof
the courses Javadekar said there
will be 250 hours of soft-skill ses-
sions, sessions on personality
development and communica-
tion skills, 250 hours of digital

“information and communication

technology and another 500
hours of choice skill courses.

- “Ithinkstudents will welcome

it,” said Javadekar adding that

the courses will be optional.

Javadekar said efforts were also
on to reduce “curriculum over-
load”. “Today curriculum over-
loadissomuch sothatthereislit-
tle time left for life-skill educa-
tion, physical education and

- experientiallearning,

»saidJava- |
dekar. “The NCERT team has |

done some work in this

. regard. They have goneinto each

chapter and assessed what is 4
required and what isnot. And 1 |
think, 10to 15 percent oftheover-
load would be reduced.It i isasci-
entific exercise, so there
shouldn’t be any controversy,” H
hesaid. 413
“The purpose of educanonlsto gl

~ build a good human beingout of | -
thesystem,” hesaid. Askedabout

themuch-awaited National Edu- '
cation Policy, Javadekarsaid the
basic parameters laid down by
the NEP committee headed by
former ISRO (India Space
Research organisation).chief K

" Kasturirangan were: accessibil- |

ity, affordability, quality, eqmty
and accountability. s

The union minister said while
the government was open to' '
international tests like the Pro- . -
gramme for International Stu- |
dent Assessment (PISA) that .
evaluates school students scho- |
lastic performance in maths, sci- :
ence and reading, he also added
that such assessments should =
have India-specific content.

“Any international test with "
Indian context is welcome. Qur .
officials are in touch with the
PISA officials, letusseewhathazy
peus, e the minister said. :
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