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'Why women should pursue a
career in Civil Engineering

Academician G Ravi on division of job roles based on
gender and how women can give their best in
sectors traditionally restricted for them

he world of engineering is percei-

ved as amale dominated bastion.

When it comes to picking a stre-
amsuchascivil, mechanical and electri-
cal, girls come across statements such
as “thisfieldisnotforyou". The skewed
gender disparity in the field is still not a
valid reason to deter women who want
to pursue engineering.

Althoughthere hasbeenariseinthe
number of women in the engineering
sector, most girls are attracted to IT or
computer science. While most of the
other engineering fields are not often
seen as being women-friendly, which is
especially the case with civil enginee-
ring. Traditionally, civil engineering has
been a male-dominated sector since
this profession demands not only the

- skillsets, but also physical endurance.
However, with significant technologi-
caladvancements, thisisnolongerade-
terrent for girls pursuing a career in
civil engineering.

Ataconstruction site, women cons-
titute the labour force, but in an engi-
neering school, there are only a few
girls who pick this stream. With seve-
ral girls determined to break the stere-
otypes, they are taking up the course
and are willingly opting forajob where
they are required to work in a
construction site.

j Allthegirlswhohaveade-
sire to take up civil engine-
ering stream must not
hold themselves back
just because of the
line drawn by
the society to

divide the sectors on the basis of gen-
der. If one has the aptitude, nothing can
stop them. Here are five reasons
why you should pursue a career in
civilengineering:
NOTAPHYSICALLY

WEAKER GENDER

Women are still seen as the physically
weaker gender, although they have al-
ready proven capable of doing much
more than what is expected. In In-
dia, the 'general belief is that wo-

men do not enjoy being in the fi-

eld toiling. With changing ti-

mes, we see women taking

B

up alot of challenging roles in defence,
for instance. If one is passionate eno-
ugh, there is no hurdle to pursuing civil
engineering.

BRINGNEW IDEASTO

THE TABLE

Women can bring in adifferent perspec-
tive while designing and executing a
project which will have a huge positive
impact in realising aesthetically appea-
ling structures. It is 2019 and if we are
questioning women’s ‘capabilities in
the field of civil engineering, it is surpri-
sing. The Brooklyn Bridge was comple-
ted in1883 by the ‘first field woman eng-
ineer' Emily Warren Roebling. She took
over her husband Washington Roeb-
ling's responsibilities as a chief engine-
er as he was bedridden due to illness.
She undertook day-to-day supervision
and project management, and saw out

the finalisation of the bridge with great

dedication.
BREAKTHE STEREOTYPE

There is no field that women have not
invaded currently. Women have the
amazing ability to spot any possible op-
portunitiesand give themlife. Itissad to
see people stereotyping civil enginee-
ring as aman’s job. Be it desk job or the
field, women are thriving. The tag of,
‘Man'’s job’ should not deter any woman
from not pursuing it, if that is their

passion. All you need is conviction and
ability to handle mental and physical
pressure thatis part of the civil enginee-
ringjob.

DO WHAT YOULOVE

There is no other stronger reason than
this for you to pursue civil engineering.
Itisworthitif youare doing what youlo-
ve. It clearly does not matter, if it is go-
ing to be difficult or what people are go-
ing to think about it. If that is what you
would like to do, you should go for it.
The key to success is persistence. Whi-
le we have come along way in the last
few decades in progressing equality
between the sexes, it has not been
uniform on the 5
professional
front. Civil .
engineering ;i
would be a
lot richer
with grea-
ter partici-
pation of
women.
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