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NEP panel flags concerns over autonomy
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NEW DELHI: A panel tasked with
preparinga New Education Pol-
icy has flagged concerns over
vested interests influencing the
functioning ofeducational insti-
tutions, motivated by political
and commercial factors. .

- Thepanelheaded by K Kastur-
irangan, former chief of the
Indian Space Research Organisa-
tion, said governanceandleader-
ship of educational institutions
- (HEISs) are “deeply influenced

ces have vested political and/or
commercialinterestsinthe HEIs.
Publicinstitutionsare often oper-
atedasextensions ofgovernment
departments,” the committee
said in the draft new education
policy thathasbeen putupinthe
public domain for feedback.
“Public institutions are often
operated asextensions ofgovern-
ment departments. There is sig-
nificantexternalinterferencein
the selection and functioning of
leaders of publicinstitutions; this
is all too often starkly visible in

meritbased,” the report said.
Afterreceivingfeedback from
the public, the human resource
development ministry will send
thefinal draft of the New Educa-
tion Policy to the Union cabinet
for approval. The ministry has
alreadyreceived over 50,000 sug-
gestions on various recommen-
dations of the Kasturirangan
committee, constituted in 2017.
“HEIs are not empowered to
manage their own teams, and
often have little or no influence
oncompensation, progression of
faculty andappointment& Inter-

report. It called for a system of
independentboards of governors
which can run all higher educa-
tioninstitutions, both publicand
private. “Foranyideatofructify
inthis country, ithas tobe politi-
callyacceptable, socially desira-
ble, technologically feasible,
financially viable, administra-
tively doable and judicially tena-
ble. How do we expect a person
whois enjoyingall theauthority
togiveitup.Itislikesaying trans-
fers of IAS [Indian Administra-
tive Service] officers should be
done by an independent board
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