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B m DEI.HI: The Union govern-

‘menthas formed an inter-minis-
- terialgrouptorework acabinet
proposalthataimed toestablish
20 world-class universitaes in
- India.
©  Consequently, the proposal of
- the human resource develop-
~  ment(HRD)ministry, submitted
=7 jlasf month to the cabinet after

, said two goxremrnent
on conditlon ofanonym-

- eotnpnses HRD minister Pra-
b kash Javadekar, textiles minis-
X-m-SmntlIranl,powermim.stqp
: ' Goyal and commerce
:minister Nirmala Si an_,

;&'ecide the fate ofthe world-class
é;miversity plan,” one of the tw::

announced aplan toes

: Intha——lo each in the private and
‘public space. While a select
group of existing public institu-
‘tions will be upgraded to world-
class status, both existing and
 upcoming private institutions

been changed from “world-class
umversity” to “msntute ofemi-
nence”’

Such universities, the govern-
ment feels, will help Indian
higher education institutions
scale the global league tableata
tlme when very few find a place
among the top 200 best universi-
ties in the world. According to
the latest QS World University

-~ Rankings 2018, only three Indian
schools arein the top 200.
: The world-class university
plan aims to provide academic
‘and financial autonomy and end
~ the influence of the University
" Grants Commission (UGC). Such
publicinstitutions will get finan-
-cial support of Rs10,000 crore
from the HRD ministry.
The rethink on the proposal
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- InFebruary 2016, &Ehﬂ Ace'ntre‘ :

“can bid for the tag which has'
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o vernment to rework
. plan on world—class
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was prompted because of four
reasons, the offi said. The
hmg ww&eks% tﬁﬁﬁrva-
tions, especiallyforforem stu-
dents. If public institutions
reserve 50% of the seats (27% for
other backward classes, 15% for
scheduled castes, 7% for schec-
uled tribes and 3% for physically
handtcappedcandidates)asper =
‘the Constitution and then
reserve 30% of the seats for for-
eign students, general category
students candidates could eet‘; &
squeezed. 53
' S nd, the choice-based =
1 m for such universi-
ties aIlows students tocomplete
acoursemashorterperiodthm it
they can donow. Ifimplemented,
~ itcould mean thatastudentwill
be able to graduate with a mas-

~ ters degree in a year, an opﬁﬁn !

notavailable at present. S e
Third, some in the govern-_

~ ment contended that the deci-

‘sion to grant complete autonomy
from UGC should be a consid-
ered one as a situation could
arise that could warrant the
intervention ofaregulator.

Fourth, the proposed finan-
cial support tothe 10 pubhc insti-
tutions may prove to be insuffi-
cient to build an institution of the
desu'ed quality.

“The problem with too many
interventions and groupsis that
itmay not yield quick results, a
case in point being labour

‘reforms that are stuck for the

last two years,” the second offi-
cial said. -

An HRD ministry spokesper—
son said he is not aware of the

development. :
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