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“Javadekar orders
clean-up, tells UGC,
V-Cs to weed out all
predatory journals

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

THE GOVERNMENT has asked
3 »(.{niversity Grants

j to be su

standard and predatory inanin-
vestigation published last week
in The Indian Express on fake re-

S~

ANEXPRESS INVESTIGATION

Inélde India’s fake research ,
paper shops: pay, Msh . profit

F VO AIDS.

The Express investigation
reporton July 19

search paper shops in the coun-

(= n YIRS A0 whether they have done due
In a meeting Wednesday, diligence before includinga jour-

Union HRD Minister Prakash  nalin their lists.

Javadekaris learnt to have asked “They may be asked to redo

his officers to get all ¥ice-chan-
cellors of central, state and
deemed universities to review
their recommendations made to
the higher education regulator
for inclusion of journals on its list.
, “If any substandard/ preda-
tory journals are found to be in
the list recommended by the
vice-chancellors, that would be
held personally against the vice-
chancellor concerned,” reads the
order issued Wednesday by
Higher Education Secretary R

the exercise if necessary and
send a certificate to UGC before
31st August, 2018, that all the
journals which are intheirdata-
base are genuine peer-reviewed
and are of required standards,”
the order reads.

In a series of investigative re-
ports starting July 19, The Indian
Express reported on how India
has emerged as one of the biggest
markets for a business in which
over 300 “predatory” publishers’
bring out journals that claim to

Subramanyam. be international and publish pa-
The Ministry has also asked pers for a “charge” ranging from
UGC to hold a meeting with ci-  $30-$1,800 per piece.

tation database Scopus, index-
ing service Web of Science and

Some of the prominent
publishers featured in the
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, -
Iava dekar subjects ranging from medicine to man- ~ directors and IIT professors. It also re-
agement. vealed that Hyderabad has become the
The investigation found thattherange  hub of predatory publishing in India with
investigation were OMICS, Austin, Science ~ of names linked to articles and confer-  companies based in the city, including
Domain, IAEME and IOSR Journals, which - ences organised by publishers of such ~ OMICS, bringing out over 1,500 active

together bring out over 1,200 journals on

Jjournalsincludes vice-chancellors, AIIMS  journals.
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