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@ INTERVIEW: NIRAJ PRAKASH, director, solution consulting, public sector, Oracle India

Asmart c1ty must nurture entrepreneurship

Whil fi iti P infrastructure must be carefully designed  acle systems. In fact, he talks about the con-
udmgsafs,hcalmv i fscalable  attention s the cities. W ly andimplemented onacloud-based platform  cept of securitywhich s ‘always on’
living spaces, these must also deliveron the  and ready to partner the government in the soit can scale o sustain fast paced growth. Security is not an option to design and
promise of contributing icgrowth.  Smart Citiesand Smart Villages programme. planmthesystunbutlmwmzthingthat
A i  providea digital Are government officials ready to imple- Iy Thatisthe
h oy hip, whichi What challenges doyoufi g mtnzwtechmbgusﬁomOndz? le believes inand that's
will contribute to economic growth,"Niraj  the smart cities? Oracle has been partnering governm whatouxpmdumof&tWeh:veammplm
Prakash, director, solution consulting, public thb\uldmgormuumxﬂngixalmysa andsmepmpectsgiobzﬂymﬂuumchmlcr
sector, Oracle India, tells Sudhir Chowdhary whi gies over decades. We surely see a huge re- luuan&Aswegolmothedwd,thelmpor-
inan interaction. Excerpts: revenue streams on the one hand and citi- cepnvlty amongst the Indian government  tant point to be noted is that we are able to
uns’ needs and expectations on the other. andi pmdedmd access mmtybmkm which
Don't you think we need smart villages iplicating matters, smart cityini- Wed f d cangivey dmon-
‘more than smart cities? long d ltipleel I believe, the Prime Minister’s vision of Dig- itunngsemntydeﬂgnontheclaud Withthe
I have personally believed in national tion m‘lu ing awell defined city ital Indiaisastep in the right direction. security paradigm changing in the cloud
outcomes of technology. So, it will be veryin- dmap which clearly InIndia,there are exceptionallytalented  world, the significant thingis that we havea
tnstmgtolaok attlseblg priorities forthe  lines mponsxbmueund contributions of officials who not only understand technol- secuntydeagnthat cuts across on-premise
[ d wemdn the blicand private ogy but can al and design these client,end-
ing and aligning technology towards those  sectors, g rmms)wd] projects very well. However, this knowledge  point oron-premi ity solutions.
outcomes. help ful imp and technology know-how needs to be
Coming to specific p suchas  the Smart Cities Missi broadbased for the pmgtammestn became What are your views on artificial intelli-
smart villages and smart cities, it is indeed Smart cities have a multi- Izymdman sful. That is wh geme?
to see the interest  date.Whileth ¥ providing I g the technology comes into What might dlike science i
dall the talkand acti d the Smart safe,heamw ient and scalable li theplctumﬂenathmmusmeneedfor i pl eof isarealand
Cities programme which is gradually but  spaces, smart cities mustalsodeliveron the the government todo Iore on capacity  usable !echnology today. Artifcialinteli-
surely taking shape now. Recently, Prime  promise of contributing to economic buildingp for facili- gence’s (Al) apphcabllxty is deeplyrelevant
Minister Narendra Modi announced the ~ growth. The massive investments in infra- tating the process and Oracle can actively
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Rurban pro- d technology can pay for them- contribute there. There already exist mu'nerous apphcanons
gramme Hereiterated thesignificant roleof ~ selves in the long term if they provide a ro- of Al that can fend thy
this programme in developing the country  bust and intelligent digital platform to What le taken to secure 'sp beit Dlgtalln»
sociallyand economically. ibate and enable servicesand enterpri its technology offerings? dla Smart Cities, Make In India, Sill India,
Westill have 65% of the population re-  in healthcare, education, science and tech- ]thmk,secuuty is of ‘utmostimportance  etc. Al and related dxsuplmes of madnne
siding in rural India and bsolutely  nology, finance, etc. yespeci ,'"m dventofcloudand learning,deepl
aware of these demographic realities and the Inotherwords,asmart citymust provide the various di h ies. Securityis  icsare mdﬂypermeaungallareasofwb-
contribution of villages as well. When the  a digital ecosystem that nurtures entrepre- non-; negvtnblemtoday’sdayandage Our licand private life, compelling government
programmes are formulated and gwen numlnp,whmhm turn will contribute to ovm dmrman and CTO Larry Ellison has agennes toundtmand them betterand in-
shape, the rural bel gral p th. Therefore, thetechnology urity forall of the Or- intotheirop
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