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{ INTERVIEW } M JAGADESH KUMAR, UGC CHAIRPERSON

/ ‘CUET need of hour... will [T provide level playing field for students’

NEW DELHI: A day after the Uni-  all central universities were con-  examinations. will be decided by the individual This apprehensnon is there
versity Grants Commission (UGC)  ducting admissions on the basis of This is not:a new concept. For CUET OI'IgII‘IS 90 baCk to 2010 universities. [ appeal to the univer-  because we have seen what had
announced that central universi-  class12 marks. Many universities ~ admissions to II'Ts, we have been sities to give wider opportunitiesto  happened in case of the profes-
ties will admit students in under-  have already been conducting  considering JEE scores only. students and make cross disciplin- ~ sional courses. But we should -
graduate courses solely on the their entrance exams for under- ary admissions easier for them. understand there ishuge competi-
basis of the Common University ~graduate admissions. Multiple The test will be based on the tion in these courses, including
Entrance Test (CUET) from the examswere causingalotofstress ~ syllabus prescribed by the How will the universities engineering or medical (courses),
2022-23 academicyear, chairper-  not just among the students but  National Council of Educa- select candidates? ' duetothe limited number of seats.
sonMJagadeshKnmarsaidthe also their parents. Anotherreason ~ tional Research and Train- First, they can fixsome qualify- ~ That is why coaching has also
examination will provide equal  whyNEP 2020 advocated for a one ing(NCER’I‘).Holelitpro- ing marks in class 12 exams. Sec- - come into the picture there.
opportunity to students from dif-  nation one entrance examwasto  vide equal oppo; ond, from among qualified candi- In case of non-professional
ferent backgrounds and education ~ provide equal opportunitytostu-  students from other boarck? dates who have applied, theycan  programmes in the university
boards. dents from different backgrounds The syllabus will be make a merit list on the basis of  system, for which the CUET will

In an interview with Fareeha  and differenteducation boards.It = announced in the first week of their CUET scores. be conducted, we have close to
Iftikhar, Kumar dismissed appre- Mllprwidealdndoflevelplaying April and the examination will . y 1,050 universities including 45
hensions that the new test will  ground for students. - be held in July. So, there will be 'Will more than one attempt oentralunwemtles.'lhexmmhﬂ
make high school performance enough time for students to see if inayearbeallowed? - of students competing for each '
“irrelevant and said universities Wil class 12 performance there is any difference between This year we have decided to  seat here are less than those
will be allowed to set minimum  become irrelevant now? NCERT syllabus and their sylla- conduct the exam only once. But  competing for the professional
eligibility criteria in terms of class Absolutely not. If the students  bus, and prepare for it. From ( in future we might trytogivemore  courses. Therefore, I do not see
12 scores of candidates. Edited ~ wanttodo well in CUET, theywill  nextyear onwards, students will ~domain specific test a candidate answers on the computer. choose the appropriate subjectsas  than one oppommitytosmdents any need for coaching here. The
excerpts: have to acquire knowledge in  already be aware of the syllabus.  hastotake for which - per their choice, irrespective of  toappear in CUET. . syllabus will be strictly restricted

; school. Besides, the universities Thethirdpartwillbeagmaalm Will there be negative mark-  their domain knowledge in class to the class 12 NCERT books.
Whyaeommonentranee will be allowed to fix their mini- ~What will be the structureof  with questions on general knowl- 12. For instance, they canappearin = What about skill-based :
mum quali criteriainterms  the exam? edge, current affairs, numerical Yes, there will be some nega-  business studies and political sci- ~ courses having major practi- How will it affect the minor-

One of the reasons why we of class 12 marks, as they are’ The exam will be divided into - ability, quantitative reasoning,log- ~ tive marking just to bring in  enceat the same time. cal components? ity universities and colleges?
introduced a common entrance  already fixing. For instance, they  three parts.The first partwillhave  ical and analytical reasoning. some granularity. Otherwise, a Besides, universities can use the For such courses, including If any university reserves a
testistoreduce theburdenonstu-  can say students should have a compulsory language paper. Therewillalsobeanoptionallan- lot of bunching will happen.  general test score for cross-disci-  music, painting, sculpture and  certain percentage for local or
dents. Students right now are maybe50% or 60% marksintheir ~ Therewillbeachoiceof13langua-  guage exam for students who  There will be many students at plinaryadmissions. For example, theatre, the universities will be  internal students, it will con-
applying to different universities  board exams in addition to their ~ ges. The second part of CUET is  wantto pursue language courses. ~ any given mark. if the university wants to admit allowed to conduct practical tinue to do that. The only differ-
and appearing in different CUET scores to enrol with them.  focused on testing a candidate’s Students will appear at assigned students in BA political science, ~exams or interviews along with  ence is that these students will
entrance exams for undergradu-  The UGC will not fix any mini-  domain-specific knowledge. This ~ examination centres and the test ~ How will the test facilitate they don't have to look forstudents ~ CUET. also have to come CUET
ateadmissions. Atthesametime, ~mum criteria anditwillbeleftto  section offers a total of 27  willbeacomputerised, withmulti-  the interdisciplinary move-  who have studied political science like students that will be admit-

also have to focus on their  the universities to decide. How- ~ domains. A candidate canattempt  ple-choice questions. Studentswill ment from school to college?  in class 12. They can select stu- Is there a risk CUET will ted in general seats. The reserva- -

ird exams to get 99%and100%  ever, to appear in CUET, students  up to six domains. Every central beallowed to solve their problems Studentscanwriteexamsinup  dents through their general test mutate into a tuition-driven tion policies and ordinances of

marks. We should notassumethat ~ will have to just pass the class 12  university will announce which  ona piece of paper and marktheir to six domain subjects. They can  score. However, these guidelines ~ competition? varsities will remain unchanged.
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