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} wake of the Surat fire tra-
‘} , the Nationalist Con-
Party (NCP) on Monday
A4 ;;cused Maharashtra Educa-
i (ﬁogl Minister Vinod Tawde of
triking a ‘deal’ with coach-
 ing class operators to delay
 the Bill seeking to regulate
gpdvate coaching classes in
the State.
“Maharashtra has more
1an one lakh coaching class-
es, , with Mumbai alone hav-
7 30,000 to 40,000 class-
es Many of these are
runmng in small rooms,
w1thout following any safety
,,norms The Bill needs to be
cleared at the earliest espe-
ﬁally after the Surat trage-,
dy” said NCP leader and
fomer minister Anil Desh-

 Last week, 22 children lost
thelr lives in a fire in Surat
‘that engulfed a building
- where coaching classes were
being held.

- Mr. Deshmukh alleged
that Mr. Tawde had struck a
Mw with the coaching class
“association to delay the Bill.
'The committee to formulate
the Bill was constituted on

Tinder boxes: Smoke billows from the thlrd and fourth floor of this buxldmg in Surat where
coaching classes were on. At least 22 students died in the incident last week. =fiLe pHOTO

January 4, 2017. The commit-
tee held three meetings to fi-
nalise draft of the Bill. The
draft was opposed by repre-
sentatives of the coaching
class following which several
changes are likely to be sug-
gested.

Reacting to the allega-
tions, Mr. Tawde said the
NCP leader is using the Surat
tragedy to push his politics.
“The tragedy in Surat has
nothing to do with Educa-
tion department, it is an is-
sue of Urban Development
department. Mr. Deshmukh

was the Education minister
himself. Why didn’t he bring
a law to regulate coaching
classes in his tenure? The
draft is being modified to ex-
clude housewives who hold
tuitions at home. There has
been no deal with any coach-
ing class,” he said.

- “The Minister had assured

- to bring the law based on the

draft, but there has been no
execution. We will be meet-
ing Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis with a request to in-
troduce the Bill in Assembly

since the Education Minister

cannot do anything,” Mr.
Deshmukh said.

‘Enforce safety norms’
Meanwhile, Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Gujarat Assemb-
ly Paresh Dhanani has called
for strict enforcement of fire
safety norms.

The Congress leader de-
manded that the State go-
vernment conduct a tho-
rough probe into the
incident and said his party
would raise the issue of fire
safety during the monsoon
session of the Assembly.

CP seeks Bill to regulate coaching classes

- Alleges that deal between minister, coaching class is delaying intmductidn of Bill in Assembly

Hardik Patel
threatens
hunger strike,
detained

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SURAT

Police on Monday detained
Congress leader Hardik Pa-
tel after he threatened to
sit on a hunger strike if the
Gujarat government failed
to take action against the
Mayor of Surat and fire de-
partment and municipal
corporation officials within
12 hours.

Surat Police Commis-
sioner Satish Sharma said
Mr. Patel was on his way to
the accident site despite

~ the police denying him

permission to hold a prot-
est at the site of the fire.

Mr. Sharma said, “He al-
ready visited the place on
Sunday and was attacked
by a member of his rival
group. It’s a question of his
protection. We cannot al-
low him to visit the area ev- -

ery day.”




