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ngg colleges turning into

schools, ITl centres in Raj -

Over 60 Instltutes Shut owing To Poor Admlssmn Since 2011

Times NEws NETWORK

Jaipur: The closed enginee-
ring colleges are fast tur-
ning into schools, ITI cent-
res, degree colleges and
other institutes in Rajast-
han.

A grim reality, exposing
thetall claimsrepeated seve-
ral times by chief minister
Vasundhara Raje,  of state
turning into a hub of techni-
cal education. Two colleges,
marred by low students’ tur-
nout, closed for years before
they converted into schools.
The smart classes, state of
the art labs meant for engi-
neering students are being
used by school students.
Over a dozen colleges have
started offering BA, MA or
commerce courses.

‘As per the state govern-
ment data, over 60 enginee-
ringand 80 MBA colleges ha--
vecloseddownowingto poor
admissions since recessmn
(2011).

Jyotika Sachdeva, public
relations officer of the IIS
School in Sanganer, which
was IIIT Engineering Colle-
ge, says that the college was
converted into a school two
years ago. “It is running
well. The administration
has no major changes for

converting into a school,”

said Sachdeva.

Schools being the safest
and the most legal option to
switch isareasonthat in the
+ next two years over a dozen
engineering colleges will
convert into schools from
three at the moment.

Another trend coming up
here is that management of
colleges are injecting huma-
nities or commerce or other
professional courses to co-
unter thedisinterest in engi-
neering. Anengineeringcol-
. lege in Jodhpur is awaiting

permission to open state-of-
art school of hospitality in
. its engineering campus. “I
have invested 2.5 crore in de-
veloping lab or kitchens in
my engineering college and
made all possible modifica-
tions. I am hoping that the
new course will recover the

losses:If the response is go-
odIam planningto open spe-

* cialised courses to give stu-
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()ut of 42,000 seats in 94
institutes, 14,000 filled

Times NEws NETWORK

Jaipur: An eerie of silence
often breaks by buzzing bees
around the honeybee hives
visible at several places on
the structure spread in five
acres of land with fading pa-
int is not the description of
any abandon industry but an
locked engineering college in

_ the outskirts of Chittorgarh.

The disinterest in engine-
ering owing to multiple fac-
tors have taken away the
charm of such structures-
—students and teachers and
off course rendered thou-

sands jobless. Similar is the-

fate of over 30 colleges locked
from a period of one to four
years. While some dozen fully
constructed buildings across
the state are awaiting ‘acche
din’ to start academic opera-
tions. -

Many more collegestome-
et the same fate is obvious
from afact thatin 2017-18, aga-

inst42,000seatsin 94 colleges,
barely 14,000 engineering se-
ats were filled by the stu-
dents. The grim situation has
left several edupreneurs un-
der the debt which they see-
med not ina position torepay;,
unless the academlc season
runs smooth.

“I am running the institu-
te inlosses for the past five ye-
ars hoping every year that
things will improve. Debt is
soaringand barely able to pay
the interest. It seems that 'gi-
ving up' is certain,” said a di-

rector, of an engineering col-

lege in Kukas.

The situation of institu-
tes in urban centres like Jai-
pur is far better as they have
options to convert into scho-
ols but those in the interiors
openingaschoolisalsonot vi-
able. “The damage is beyond

repairable. The closed or abo-

ut to closed institutes outside
the urban reach has very mi-
nimal chances to‘recover,” sa-

id RP Yadav, former vice
chancellor of RTU.

An edupreneur, Shashi-
kant Singhi, fears to not see
any improvement in the near
future. He blamed the fast
changing employability dy-
namics in several traditional
sectors for engineers due to
technological advancement
making the task originally
engineers replaced by non-
technical employees.

“The citadel of enginee-.
ring is crumbling is directly
related to skewed job oppor-
tunities is the simplest expla-
ining. If, however, you have to
understand the problem,
then the rise of universities
where you’ll have several co-
urses and thousands of stu-
dents explains that preferen-
ce of students has become
cosmopolitan. They want to
experience other than acade-
mics which the single stream
institutes have failed to deli-

ver,” said Singhi. / =

dentsdiversity,” saidadirec-
tor requesting anonymity.
State has present 94 engl

leges. The rush was so high
in 2008-09 that several eve-
nlng colleges were glven the

“from the highestnum&r o hae B

164, including 21 evening col-

run coaching mstltutes in

the garb of running courses.
As per the rule, educa-
tlon mst1tute can be through.

ity o chis deemed com-

merclal
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