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7All set for NIRF ranking
exercise next year

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI

The Centre has set the ball
rolling for a more compre-
hensive ranking of higher
educational institutions in
the next round of the Na-
tional Institutional Ranking
Framework in 2018.

The idea: instead of insti-
tutions choosing to take part
in the exercise, they are be-
ing auto-registered through
a large online database —
the All-India Survey on
Higher Education (AISHE)
portal — of institutions avail-
able with the Ministry of Hu-
man Resource Develop-
ment.

The institutions, how-
ever, have to provide details
like patents, publications,
research projects and cam-
pus placements that are not
available on the portal.

The NIRF — begun in 2016
- ranks higher educational
institutions in India on the
basis of a variety of para-
meters. The idea is to be
able to gauge their relative
standing and also help stu-
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dents make informed career
choices.

The 2016 and 2017 NIRF
lists reflected the ranks of
only those institutions that
had  taken part in the
exercise.

. The number was about
3300 in 2017.

Among universities, In-
dian Institute of Science in
Bangalore was ranked first

and Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-

versity in Delhi was second.

Miranda House in Delhi
was ranked India’s best col-
lege.

Many top colleges like St
Stephens College, Delhi;
Hindu College, Delhi; Delhi
School of Economics; Ram-
jas College, Delhi; and Hans-

raj College, Delhi, did not

take part in the exercise.
With the changed process,
such institutions will be part
of the next year’s list.

With this, the number of
institutions that will figure
in the NIRF exercise is ex-
pected to jump three-fold to
at least 10,000, an official
said.




