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UGCss list of journals is full of errors

ISSN of mziny journals removed from UGC's list does not match their actual ISSN

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI

The ISSN (International
Standard Serial Number) of
many journals listed among
those recently removed from
the University Grants Com-
mission’s list of approved
journals does not match the
actual ISSN of the stated
journals, as verified from the

ISSN database.

The ISSN is an eight-digit,
international standardised
code that identifies all se-
rials, journals, magazines,

periodicals, irrespective of
their medium (print or elec-
tronic). The ISSN’s role is to
identify a publication.

Apart from the criticism
that the list has removed
some prestigious journals as
approved UGC journals, the
instances of factual errors
hit the credibility of the list
itself.

Not a match

For instance, 1680743X, the
stated ISSN of an entry ‘Jour-
nal of Data Science, Colum-

_bia University’, as per the

UGC’s list, turned out to be
that of the Journal of Data
Science (online), Taiwan,
when checked at the ISSN
database.

Similarly, Chartered ac-
countant: Journal of the In-
stitute of Chartered Accoun-
tants of India, which has the
ISSN 0009-188X, is shown
on the removed list as having
the ISSN 0009188X.

The list has two entries for
the NCERT journal Indian
Educational Review (online).

One shows the ISSN as
0019561X and the other
0972561X.

The journal’s ISSN as per
its website, and the ISSN da-
tabase, is 0972561X, while
the other number shows no
results on the ISSN database,

The Journal of the Oxford
Centre for Buddhist Studies,
University of Oxford, also
has two entries on the re-
moved list. While one shows
the correct ISSN 20471076,
the other shows the number
20491076. /7




