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ultiple agencies

| may get to accredit
educatlonal bodies

...........

NEW DELHI: Multiple government
and semi-government agencies
willbeallowed toaccrediteduca- |
tional insﬁtutmns in addmon to

: thn (NBA), agovemmgnt—dnveq

attempt to speed up the process,
officials said. - :

Centre is set to notify the
U versity Grants Commission
- (UGC)(Recognition and Monitor-
- ingof Assessmentand Accredita-

which will allow
assessment and

agencies (AAAs) ‘to accredit

higher hsﬁtutes and

rogrammes.
“Semi government agency”
has been defined as an entity
formedhmagavemment agency

process.

Aceordingto asenior Human
m Development (HRD)
 ministry official who requested
anonymity, these regulations
will apply to all assessment and
accreditation agencies AAAsthat
will be formed following the noti-
fication of the regulation as well
asthe NAAC and NBA.

Thus far, the NAAC has
accredited close to 1,200 colleges
and 59 universities, a small frac-
tion ofaround 40,000 colleges and

1,200 universities thatIndiahas. -

Accreditation will helpimprove
theacademicand administrative
standards followed by educa-
tional institutes, and lead to bet-
ter monitoring of the quality of
courses they offer students. .
Accreditation will help
improve the academic and

administrative standards fol-
lowed by educational institutes,
and lead to better monitoring of
the quality of courses they offer
students. “To begin with three
Indian Institutes of Technology --
Delhi, Kharagpur and Madras --

rkthatexlstsm 1

e stobeabletoreachoutto
faculty for carrying out accredi-
tation. The board of IIT-Delhi has
approved the proposal and other
two IITs are likely to approve it
too. The company is likely to be

- operational by the end of the
bonAsencies)Reguhﬂons,m .

year,” said a second HRD minis-

tryofficial. Section8companyis

onethatisregistered for charita-
ble and not-for-profit purposes.
The UGC had approved the
rules in a meeting held in Janu-
ary; the rules have now been

~ approved by the HRD ministry

and theregulation will benotified
by August.

HT had firstreported on June
30, 2017 that multiple agencies
will be allowed to carry out
accreditation of educational
institutes. NAAC and NBA are
now the only two agencies man-
dated to the country’s
universiﬁes‘ﬁad colleges. “The
moveisaimedatendingNAAC’s
“monopoly” and ensuring trans-
parency in the accreditation
process,” said a third HRD minis-
try official. Under theregulations
AAAs will be set up by govern-
mentorsemi-government agen-
cies. These agencies will be
empanelled by the UGC on the
advice ofan Accreditation Advi-
sory Council (AAC) that will be
setup. “Itisa welcomemove but
Ifeelmore private playersshould
beallowed...,” said Dheeraj San-
ghi, professor, department of
computer science and engineer-
ingatIIT-Kanpur.- /
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