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New body to replace UGC proposed

" Centre places draft Bill for a ngher Education Comrmssmn of India in pubhc domain

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

- Setting the ball rolling for
major reforms in higher
education, the Centre has
placed in the public domain
a draft Bill for a Higher Edu-
cation Commission of India

- - aimed at replacing the Un-

iversity Grants Commission

- for eliciting suggestions
from educationists.

The draft Higher Educa-

tion Commission of India

(Repeal of University Grants

Commission Act) Act, 2018,

takes away funding powers
from the proposed regulator
and gives it powers to en-
sure academic quality and
even close down bogus
institutions.

Stakeholders in the high-

er education sector can mail

their suggestions at refor- .
‘mofugc@gmail.com by 5 pm

on July 7, 2018.

There is no plan to merge
all higher education regula-
tors, as was proposed
through a planned agency
called HEERA, which was
supposed to be put in place
as a super regulator.

The present proposal,
said secretary (higher edu-

~cation) R. Subrahmanyam,
~ is to replace the UGC. Once

this is done after the HECI
Bill is passed by Parliament,
the technical education reg-
ulator AICTE and the teach-
ers' education regulator
NCTE will also be reformed
on similar lines.

The new regime sepa-

rates the academlc and
funding aspects of higher
education.

While HECI will be in
charge of ensuring academ-
ic quality in universities and
colleges, the Ministry of Hu-
man Resource Development
(MHRD) - or another me-
chanism that will be put in
place later - will be responsi-
ble for funding universities
and colleges. ‘

Closing down

Another key feature of the
draft legislation is that “the
Regulator will have powers
to enforce compliance to the
academic quality standards
and will have the power to
order closure of sub-stan-
dard and bogus institu-

tions”, sald an MHRD
release.

Moreover, non-com-
pliance could result in fines
or even a jail sentence.

Till now, the UGC had no
such powers. All it could do
was to release a list of bogus
institutions and not recog-
nise their degrees.

“HECI is tasked with the
mandate of improving aca-
demic standards with specif-
ic focus on learning out-
comes, evaluation of
academic performance by
institutions, mentoring of
institutions, training of
teachers, promote use of
educational  technology,
etc.,” said the release.
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“It will develop norms for
setting standards for open-
ing and closure of institu-
tions, provide for greater
flexibility and autonomy to
institutions, lay standards
for appointments to critical
leadership positions at the

institutional level irrespec-

tive of university started un-

der any law (including state
list),” it said.

A senior official of the
MHRD said that UGC staff
would be retrained to adapt
to the HECI regime.




