Learning Resource Centre
JK Lakshmipat University, Jaipur

No.01 Feb 2022

The Times of India, Jaipur

Feb 06, 2022

Page No.08

‘Need to integrate education
with knowledge economy’

| The education sector cannot remain isolated from other economic developments, says new UG
M Jagadesh Kumar, adding that online education and use of technology in physical academic setups will be
his priority. Kumar spoke to TOI's Manash Gohain on a gamut of issues, including the common university
entrance test and his term at Jawaharlal Nehru University. Excerpts from the interview:

BYou were the VC of JNU
for six years, during
‘many controversies...

My stay in JNU had been won-
derful for the simple reason
that it has outstanding schol-
ars and highly aspiring stu-
dents. That’s why it was pos-
sible for us to introduce very
diverse academic and re-
search programmes and also
bring in reforms in adminis-
trative restructuring and ad-
mission policies of the uni-
versity. When changes are
brought, it is quite likely that
people may not be used to
them.Iwouldn’t say Ihad any
brush with controversies be-
cause majority of the stu-
dents and faculty were open
tomany of the changes we in-
troduced.

@ Your plans as UGC head?

hich you have faced -
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Now, more thanever, thereis

a greater need to integrate
our education with .the
knowledge economy. In this
digital age, the education
sector can’t remain aloof
from it. We need to reima-
gine our teaching and learn-
ing processes, restructure

our governance systems
for better efficiency.
mWhat changes are need-
ed in our universities?
They need to recalibrate the
way they are imparting
teaching and learning, (con-
sidering) the financial capa-
bilities and diverse cognitive

' abilities of students. We need

to customise our education.
mYour focus priorities ar-
eas will be...

To ensure higher educational
institutes absorb this digital
technology so that students
are enabled to have better ac-
cess to higher education. We
should also encourage states
and educational institutes to
offer programmes in local
languages. Thanksto NEP, we
can now actually offer four-
year degree programmes.
mAren’t we over emphasis-

ing online education? Also

the four-year undergradu-

ate programme and graded

autonomy to institutions, :
as per critics, will lead to :'
commercialisation of edu- :
cation. Your thoughts? :
Technologies are part of our :
lives. Out of the 300 million :
students in India, 40 million :
are part of higher education :
system. There are many rea- :

sons for which they (the re-

maining) are unable to get in-
tocolleges. Imagine, thischild :
registers for a degree pro- :
gramme online, uses digital :
platforms, gets a degree and
becomes employable. With :
the kind of digital university :
that’s going to come up, asan- :
nounced in Budget, to provide :
flexible access to high quality :
education, it’ll be tough to :
commercialise education.

R S T T L R A L] £l




