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a..Many eentral universities are uploading degrees on the platform, but are yet to take admissions through documents available there

Astha Hemant
@timesgroup.com

GCrecentlydirected all
| | higher education insti-

tutes (HEIs) to accept
degrees, mark sheets and
other documents available in
DigiLocker accounts as valid
documents. While many cen-
tral universities have been

uploading degreesontheplat-

form, they are yet to start ta-
king admissions based on do-
cuments availableinit.

JN Baliya, head of depart-
ment, Education Studies and
Mass Communication & New
Media, Central University of
Jammu (CUJ), says, “National
Academic Depository. (NAD)
is an online storehouse of aca-
demic awards (degrees and
k-sheets) lodged by aca-
lemic institutions in a digital
format. It helps students get
authentic documents and cer-

Shift from hard
copies to online
documents aims to
digitise education

tificates digitally directly from
the originalissuers anytime.”

He adds that academic in-
stitutions can register and
upload academic awards on
NAD through Digilocker NAD

" portal. BJ Rao, vice-chancel-

lor, University of Hyderabad
(UoH), says, “Emphasis on
the shift from submission of

_hard copies to documents in
the digital locker is a part of

the bigger plan to digitise

education under NEP2020.” &

Various advantages
“With this, students can easi-
ly avail the multiple entry, exit
option under the NEP to their
chosen university,” says Rao.
Yogesh Singh, vice-chan-
cellor, University of Delhi

(DU), says; “With no need to
su.bmn:ha:dcoples itwillalso
minimise the need to travel to
the university foradmission.”
There will also be minimal
possibility of fraud degree/

caste certificates hemg sub-

mitted ‘by candeates. ‘he

cruiters. “In our current sy-

_stem, getting access to hard

copies of degree/cemﬁnates
may be a ume-consummg
process. There have been ca-
ses where studem;s lose out

on jobs with private compani-

es due to this delay. With all -
documents available on one
plattorm.thezecrmtment pIO-
cess will become smoother,”
he says. Also hard copies of
documents may get destroy-

ed, which will not bethé case

with the digitally presetved
copies, furtheraddsRao\ e

Pmeesses!n]blace 3 -
At DU, the process of uploa-

ding degrees in DigiLocker .
was initiated in 2021, says DS -

Rawat, dean (Exams). “Thus
far, DU has uploaded all deg-
IEeS: and marksheets for 2017.
The process of uploading do-
cuments from 2018 onwards
should be completed soon,”

2 he tells. At the same time,

CBSEdocuments in DigiL.ock-
er are being acoepted for ad-
th umve ;: .31!1- 73

co 3019, sage

- dean (admissions), DU.

To ensure a level plgymd

- field forall students, steps ne-

edtobetakbntoensmethat

all state boards start uploa-

dmg related documents onli-

Liime, saysShat;ma. “Uploading
i dlgltaldocumentsonthep]ag

form is still difficult for stu-

dentsfromruxalareas In2020
and 2021, we have started re- -

ceiving admission requests

through DlglLocker portal
from students of few state bo-
ards. For the shift to betruly
successful, more efforts are
needed from state boards,”
shetells,




