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IFT slipsin HRD Ministry’s

ranking of management

institutes

ASSESSMENT In management category rankings, IM-Bangalore topped the chart while IIFT ranked 23rd

teshindustanimes com

The commerce ministry’s pres-
tigious Indian Institute of For-
eign Trade (IIFT) has slipped
eightplacesto31in the HRD Min-
istry’s 2019 national ranking of
higher education institutes
under management category.

TheIIFT featured on the cov-
eted listat 23rd spot in 2018, 30th
in2017and 81stin 2016.

Thefourth edition of the rank-
ing of management institutes
based on the National Institu-
tional Ranking Framework
(NIRF) 2019 was announced in
April.

IIFTDirector Manoj Pant said
that compared to the previous
year’s NIRF rankings, the insti-
tute has maintained its scores
except in ‘Research and Profes-
sional Practice and Perception’
parameters.

“These two parameters have

= lIFT has just concluded another faculty recruitment

been pain points for the institute
for pastfew years due toseveral
reasons. However, the institute
has initiated measures to
improve them,” Pant said.

He said the current rankings
are based on 2017-18 data when
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IIFT had about 40 faculty mem-
bersacross two campuses.
Duringthelastone year, ithas
hired more than 15 new mem-
bers. Pantsaid IIFT hasjust con-
cluded another faculty recruit-
ment process for Kolkata cam-

pus.

With the induction of those
selected, the total strength of fac-
ulty members will be 70, whichis
likely to improve the research
outputand rankings innext cou-
ple of years, headded.

“In order to improve its per-
ceptionratings, theinstitute has
to reach out to the corporates
and alumni, apart from other
stakeholders.

Asapremierbusinessschool,
it is necessary to showcase
research undertaken by ITFT to
its stakeholders especially
industry, apart fromfocusingon
students’ achievementsin vari-
ous competitionsandactivities,”
hesaid.

He added that the 2019 batch
of MBA (IB) received 100% place-
mentwithaverageannualsalary
of more than 320 lakh.

Onthequestionofhiringa PR
firm for publicity, he said the
media division of the Depart-

ment of Commerce primarily
focuses on coverage of theactivi-
ties and initiatives of the minis-
tryand very limited coverageis
provided for such activities of
theinstitute.

“Accordingly, in order to
improve coverage of institu-
tional activitieslikely toimpinge
upon perception parameter, it
was decided to revive the prac-
tice of hiring a PR agency in the
institute.

It would also be worthwhileto
bring out that IIFT is a self-fi-
nancing Institution and gets
grantsfrom the Ministry of Com-
merceforits capital expenditure
only,”headded. 4

Thedirector expressed hope
that these measures would help
improve the rankings.

Inthe management category
rankings, IIM-Bangalore topped
thechart, which was followed by
IIM-Ahmedabad and IIM-Cal-
cutta.
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