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Innovative schemes
needed to nurture and
engage women in STEM

c-Sheetal.Banchariya
@timesgroup.com

ndia has the highest number of women

graduates in science, technology engi-

neering and mathematics (STEM).
About 43% of STEM graduates are wo-
men, but their share in STEM jobs in India
is merely 14%. There is a pressing need to
improve the participation of women in fi-
elds that have consistently been domina-
ted by men.

“Dedicated awards to celebrate wo-
men'’s contribution will not only provide
visibility to the work done but also encou-

rage more girls to join STEM-rela-
YMEN'S ted fields and help in getting funds
) to keep working on scientific pro-
ECIAL Dblemsandventureintonewareas,”

says Neetu Singh, assistant profes-.

sor in the Center for Biomedical Enginee-
ring, IIT Delhi, who recently received the
-Janaki Ammal-National Women B1oscwn-
tist Award 2020-21.
Theawardistorecognise the contnbu-
tion of senior and young women scientists
working inthe field of biology and biotech-
nology. Singh received the young catego-
ry award (below 45 years) for her contri-
butions towards imperatives in develo-

ping nano-based platform technologies {

for healthcare applications. An alumnus
of University of Mumbai, Singh says,
innovative schemes can
help tackle the underrepresenta-
tion of women. e
“One of the solutions could
be by providing early opportu- 7
nities to every girl with an app- Wg

ropriate stipend and with time-wise flexi-
bility to join research labs. This can help
break the myths around scientific rese-
arch and related fields. Except for the pro-
fessional qualification and merit, other
service-related norms can be more wo-
men-centric,” she adds.

While innovation is gender-neut-
ral, having both men and women in
the workplace brings different per-
" spectives for a single problem. “Di-
verse workforce leads to better
_ outcome. According to UN pro-

"~ jections, female representa-
tion is ~50% of the total
population, so not having
'~ them involved is bascially lo-
‘'sing a significant . portion' ,
contributions,” says Singh.



