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lIMs may admit students dlrectly for PhD

HIGHER EDUCATION A number of
Indian Institutes of Management had
‘raised the PhD issue with the govt and it
had also received a proposal in this
regard from |IM Bangalore.

NEW DELHI: In a move that will

benefit lakhs of students, the
Human Resource Development
(HRD)ministryisallsettoallow
the Indian Institutes of Manage-
ment (IIMs) to admit students
directly for PhD after completing
their four year graduation or
‘professional courses.

A number of IIMs had raised
the issue with the government
and it had also received a pro-
posal in this regard from IIM
Bangalore, asking it to allow
1IMs to admit students directly
for PhD after their four year
Bachelors programme as is
being done by IITs.

Confirming this, director of
IIM Bangalore G. Raghuram
said: “Wehave sent a proposal to

the HRD ministry to allow direct
admission of students to the PhD
programme after completing
their four year graduation or
their CA/ICWA/CS, apartfrom
those having a Masters. We

already admitsuch candidatesto '

ourfellow programmes, butare
not able to grant them a PhD
degree. Now thatthelIM Actisin
place, the government should
allowustograntthemadegree”.

Thereare 20 [IMsin the coun-
try and all are likely to benefit
from the move.

Earlier, the IIMs were being
asked toadhere tothe University
Grants Commission’s (UGC)
normsonawardof PhD degrees.
As per the commission’s notifi-
cation only a student withamas-
ter’sdegreeiseligible to pursue
PhD.

According to a senior HRD

# There are 20 lIMs in the country and all are likely to benefit from the move to allow them to admit
students directly for PhD after completing four year graduation or professional courses. ¥

official, the issue raised by the
IIMs was examined in light of
PhD programme conducted by
some IITs, which are also insti-
tutes of National Importance and
have the power to award
degrees. IIMs too have been
given the same power under the
1IM Act, 2017. :
However, the ministry has
also pointed out that II'T Delhi for

instance has prescribed a mini-
mum period of three years for
PhD for scholars having degree
other than Masters or equiva-
lent.

“For students with afour-year
graduation, the minimumdura-
tion would be three years. The
duration for completing PhD for
those havinga Mastersdegreeis
two years so similar rules have
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to be followed by IIMs,” said a
senior HRD official.

The ministry has proposed
thatin case the minimum entry
is Masters degree/Professional
qualification of CA/ICWA/CSor
post graduate diploma of two
years duration, the minimum
course duration would be two
years or four semesters. In case
offour years or more Bachelors

We have senta

proposal to the HRD
ministry to allow direct
admission of students to
the PhD programme after
completing their four year
graduation or their CA/
ICWA/CS, apart from those

having a Masters

G.RAGHURAM, dlrector IIM
Bangalore

degree the minimum duration
would be three years or six
semesters.

The Indian Institutes of Man-
agement Bill, 2017, which was
passed on December 20,2017 and
cameinto effect from January 31,
2018, empowers IIMs “to grant
degrees diplomas and otheraca-
demicdistinctionsor titlesand to
institute and award fellowships,
scholarships, prizes and medals,
honorary awardsand otherdis-
tinctions”. 3
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