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“HRD Ministry seeks
to overhaul UGC, take
over 1ts fundmg role

‘Govt seeks to overhaul UGC,
take over its funding role

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

THE HRD Ministry has proposed
to restructure the University
Grants Commission (UGC) by re-
pealing its Act of 1956 and re-
placing it with a new law that
downsizes the higher education
regulator’s scope, including
stripping it of its funding role.

The draft Act proposes to
rechristen UGC as the Higher
Education Commission of India
(HECI). The regulator, in its new
avatar, will only focus on setting,
maintaining and improving ac-
ademic standards in universities.
The ministry will take over its
grant-giving function.

The government made the
draft law public on Wednesday
and has sought feedback till july 7.

“Just like how the ministry
funds all technical institutes like
the IITs, NITs and IISERs and the
AICTE focuses on maintaining
standards, the government can
easily take over funding of cen-
tral universities. We want to
downsize the regulator’s role.
There won’t be any interference
in the managementissues of ed-
ucational institutions,” said a
ministry official, who did not
want to be identified.

HECI will be tasked with the
mandate of improving academic
standards with specific focus on

THE CHANGES

UGCACT

B UGC will have
chairman, vice-
chairman, secretary, 10
other members

# No provision for govt
to remove chairman,
vice-chairman,
members

¥ UGC todisburse
grants to universities

® Can withhold grants
of an institution that
doesn’t comply with its
standards

HECIACT

= HECI will have
chairman, vice-
chairman, secretary, 12
other members

= Govt canremove
chairman, vice-
chairman, members

# HECI not responsible
for disbursing grants

# Can revoke approval
of an institution for not
complying with its
standards

learning outcomes, evaluation of
academic performance by insti-
tutions, mentoring of institutions,
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OTHER CHANGES

UGCACT .

training of teachers, promote use of ed-

ucational technology, among other func-
tions.

In addition to these, it will lay down
standards for opening and closure of insti-
tutions, and also for appointments to crit-
ical leadership positions at all universities,
even if they are established under state law.

The HECI will have powers to enforce
compliance to the academic standards set
by it and will be able to order closure of
sub-standard and bogus institutions. Non-
compliance could resultin fines or jail sen-
tence.

“The chief executive and other mem-
bers of management of such institutions
who do not comply with the penalty im-
posed by the Commission shall be liable
for prosecution as per procedure laid
down under the Criminal Procedure Code
and may be punished with imprisonment
for a term which may extend up to three
years,” states the draft.
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All institutions approved by the UGC

will have to comply with the academic
standards laid down by HECI within three
years after the new law is passed by
Parliament and notified by the union gov-
ernment. If an institution fails to do so, its
approval will be revoked.

The proposal to overhaul UGC stems
from the brainstorming meeting held by
the ministry last month, where officers
and Javadekar discussed the feasibility of
merging the All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) and UGC to form an
overarching regulator.

At this session, it was agreed that es-
tablishment of a single regulator may
. prove to be contentious and, hence, each of
" the two bodies will be reformed individu-
ally through changes in their respective
Acts.

Once the ministry finalises the HECI
Act, it will move on to finalising changes
in the AICTE Act.

& a sl

& Retirement age of chairman,
vice-chairman fixed at 65 yrs
B Chairman, vice-chairman,
members can accept job offers
from higher education
institutions run by Centre, state,
private bodies

& No provision for online
application

& No provision for an advisory
council

HECIACT

B Retirement age of chairman,
vice-chairman fixed at 70 yrs

& Two-year cooling-off period
for chairman, vice-chairman,
members

# Only online applications for
HECT's approval

= Will have an advisory council
chaired by HRD Minister
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