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Engg students to study Indian
constitution and humanities

- NEW CODE Model curriculum mandates study of social sciences, envir

- Neelam Pandey
w neelam.pandey@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: From the next aca-
demic session, engineering stu-
dents, except those at IITs and
NITs, willhave tostudy humani-
ties, social sciences including
management, environmental sci-
ences, Indian Constitution and
“essence of Indian traditional
knowledge”.

These additions are part of the

‘model curriculum the All India
Councilfor Technical Education

. (AICTE), theregulatory body for
technical education in the coun-
try, hasnotified for undergradu-
ate coursesinengineering.

The Union human resource
development ministry has
approvedit, official sources said.
This curriculum will have to be
adopted by over 3,000engineering
institutionsin the country.

“This is absolutely necessary

- asengineeringisallaboutcreat-
- ingsomething, whichhassdcietal
' benefits. Unless you know the
- society and its challenges, how
will you produce: something
that’s required? The overall
objective of engineering will not
bemetifengineeringstudentsare
not taught psychology, aesthet-

ics, well-being of the human soci-
etyandtheethicalissuesrelated
towhatthey create. InIITs almost
one-third to one-fifth of the total
creditsarededicated tohumani-
ties, social sciences, economics
and management in various
forms. Engineersneed to produce
applications which havesocietal
benefits,” said Indranil Manna,
professor, IIT Kharagpur.
Accordingtothemodel curric-
ulum, it will be mandatory for
students to earn 12 credits over
thefouryearsofthe undergradu-
ate programme — with total 150-
160 credits — from humanities

= According to the curriculum, it will be mandatory for students to
earn 12 credits from humanities and social sciences.
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and social sciences including
management. Students will also

‘have to mandatorily opt for a

courseonenvironmentand have
todopapers on either the Indian
Constitution or Essence of Indian
Traditional Knowledge. Though
these courses are mandatory,
students will not get any credits
for them. :

“Right now some institutes
offerhumanities and other simi-
lar courses but it is not manda-
tory. Universities can decide
whether they want to offer
English literature, psychology,
political science oreconomics but

onment for credits

theyhaveto comply withit. Engi-
neeringstudentsneed tofollowa
holistic approach and the pro-
grammes will havean inter-disci-
plinary approach. This will help
intheiroverall growth and devel-
opment,” saidan AICTE official.

“Under the environment
paper, students can be taught

- about air and water pollution,

and global warming, amongoth-
ers, he said. “Under the tradi-
tional knowledge category, they
will learn about the culture and
the knowledge system that was
followed...” said the official.
Themodel engineering curric-
ulum has been prepared by the
AICTE as per the recommenda-
tions of 11 subject committees it
had set up for engineering and

"technical institutes, excluding

the Indian Institutes of Technol-
ogy (ITs)and National Institutes
of Technology (NITs). The AICTE
has a model curriculum that is
used by affiliated universitiesas
a base for preparing their own
syllabi. Theoretical classes will
be brought down from 30 to 20
every week. Officials said thenew
curriculum will ensure final-se-
mester students are free to pur-
sue project work to understand
industry requirements. /‘/




