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UGC releases draft regulations
to crack down on plagiarism

HT Correspondent

« letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The University Grants

* Commission (UGC)hasreleased
the Draft UGC (Promotionof Aca-
demic Integrity and Prevention of
Plagiarism in Higher Education
Institutions) Regulations, 2017, to
crack down on students and fac-
ulty found plagiarising.

The commission has asked
stakeholderstogive their sugges-
tions by September 30.“The
objective of the regulationsis to
promoteacademicresearchand
deterrencefromplagiarism...As
a result, the committee empha-
sised on theneedstoreferplagia-
risminabroader way by putting
appropriatesystems and checks
inplace,” said asenior official.

Educationalinstitutionshave
also been asked to form an aca-
demic misconduct panel (AMP)
to investigate allegations of pla-
giarism and submit a report to
the Plagiarism Disciplinary
Authority (PDA)of theinstitute.

“The core work carried outby
the student, faculty, staff and
researcher shall be based on orig-
inalideasandshall becovered by
a zerotolerance policy on plagia-
rism.In case plagiarismis estab-
lished, then the PDA of the HEI
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(higher education institu-
tion) shallimpose maximum pen-
alty. The core work shallinclude
abstract, summary, hypothesis,
observations, results, conclu-
sionsand recommendations.”

The draft rules for students
statethatinnon-coreareas, pla-
giarism of up to 10% would not
invite any penalty whilein cases
of up to 40% plagiarism, the stu-
dentwillnotbe given any marks
and/or credits and willbe asked
tosubmitarevised script within
a stipulated time period not
exceeding six months.

In case similarities are above

60%,nomarks would beawarded
and the applicant’s registration
for that course will be cancelled.
Incaseof faculty, for similari-
ties ranging from 0%-40%, they*
will be asked to withdraw the
manuscript and will not be
allowed to publish work for at
leastayear n case there are sim-
ve 60%, they will not
be allowed to publish any work
foratleastth {-- yearsand denied

The draft o points out that
allinstitu ouldinstruct stu-
dents and staffabout proper attri-
bution, seekingpemxissionﬁ'om
authors wi necessary and
acknowledgement of sources
compatible with the needs and
specificities of disciplines. Insti-
tutes willalsoberequired to con-
duct sensitisation seminars and
awareness programmes on
responsible research, assign-
ments, project work, disserta-
tionsto promote academicinteg-
rity and ethicsineduca’%
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