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to tighten
scrutiny of private
universities to
maintain quality

NEW DELHI: To ensure that the
mushroomingof private univer-
sities across the country does not
lead to adecline in the standard
of education, the Union human
resources development (HRD)
ministry hasinitiated amassive
_exercise in which hundreds of
legislations establishing these
varsities will be scrutinised to
identify if there are deviations
from set norms, according to a
senior official familiar with the
developments. The exercise,
which is expected to begin mid-
November, is being led by the
regulator of the higher educa-
tion sector, University Grants
Commission (UGC), which has
already collected at-least 300
state acts. A team of legal con-
sultants working with Niti
Aayog will study these acts to
give a holistic picture, the official

 added.

UGC is already working on
revising parameters for the set-
ting up of universities. “There
have been concerns about the
standard of education in the hun-
dreds of private universities
spread across the country, and

also about to maintaining qual- .

ity. There have been reports of
varsities with insufficient infra-
structure, including some func-
tioning from just a few rooms,”
said the ministry official who
asked not to be named.
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It was felt that a way to

addressthesituation was tohave

| a comprehensive evaluation of

' the legislations through which

' these bodies are set up, the offi-
cialadded.

The hundreds of acts under
which private universities are
set up in different states will be
examined in light of the latest
parameters that the regulator
will soon come up with, said the
official. “The idea is to identify
anylacunaeor gapsthatleadtoa
laxity in the maintenance ofedu-
cational standards, and ways to
addressthem.”

He added that the ministry
hastakenstepstobringUGCand
legal consultants together to
address this key aspect following
directions from HRD minister
Prakash Javadekar.

“The governmentisinfavour
of granting more funds and more
autonomy to institutions that
provide quality education, but
ensuringthatstandards arenot
diluted is a key premise. There-
fore, it is believed this exercise
would go along way in address-
ing quality concerns,” the offi-
cial said.

Apart from this, UGC is ana-
lysingnearly 8,000 cases it finds
itselfembroiled in, because, offi-
cialsfeel, ambiguities in existing
legislations could be the reason
behind several of these legal
matters. “The study may helpin.
suggesting ways in which the
burden onthe UGC of such cases
may come down in the coming
days,” said the official quoted
above.

Former UGC member Inder
Mohan Kapahy said, “Some (pri-
vate universities in India) are
very good and somenotas good.
Attimes, even political pressure

may lead to the formation of such
abody. A key aspect is: the day
anactorordinance is passed, the
body can give degrees. There
should be some mechanism to
ensurequality checksat the time
ofinception. In India, operations
of a varsity have hardly ever
been stopped. Soitis important
tohave quality checks atthetime
of inception, particularly with

; regardtonewpriyatevarsities.”




