"To predict monsoon, UK varsity joins
hands with Earth Sciences Ministry

£8-million project to
study ocean
processes in

Bay of Bengal

OUR BUREAU
New Delhi, June 13

Scientists from the UK’s Universi-
ty of East Anglia (UEA) and India
have launched a £8-million pro-
ject to predict monsoon rainfall
by studying ocean processes in
the Bay of Bengal.

Under the project, scientists
from UEA will release underwa-
ter robots in the Bay of Bengal to
monitor how ocean conditions
influence monsoon rainfall, the
UEA’s press office said in a state-
ment.

The project is funded by the
Natural Environment Research
Council, the Newton Fund, In-
dia’s Ministry of Earth Sciences
and the UK’s Met Office.

UK team arriving

The research team from the UK is
slated to reach Chennai and is ex-
pected to sail on June 24 into the
Bay of Bengal on the Indian re-
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search ship, Sindhu Sadhana.
They will release seven underwa-
ter gliders to measure ocean
properties, such as temperature,
salinity and current.

The team will spend a month
at sea, with data from the 250-
mile stretch of international wa-
ter beamed back to the UK using
mobile phone signals daily, read
the statement.

Alongside, collaborators from-

a partner project led by the Uni-
versity of Reading with  col-
leagues across the UK and India
will use a state-of-the-art aircraft
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tor  take
measurements.
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Helping farmers

“It is hoped that the combined
results of this large-scale scientif-
ic campaign will help forecast
the arrival of the Indian mon-
soon more accurately than ever
before,” said the UEA statement,
adding that the research could
also revolutionise subsistence
farming, improve the livelihoods
of millions of people, and help
mitigate the damage caused by
summer monsoons that provide

~ very complicated weather sys- |

80 per cent of annual rainfall in
India. “The Indian monsoon is
notoriously hard to predict.Itisa

tem and the processes are not |
understood or recorded in sci-
ence,” said the lead researcher of
the project, Adrian Matthews,
from the UEA’s School of Environ-
mental Sciences.

He said researchers would be
combining oceanic and atmo-
spheric measurements to moni-
tor weather systems as they are
generated, claiming that “no-
body has ever made observations
on this scale during the mon-
soon season itself so this is a tru-
ly ground-breaking project.”

The Bay of Bengal Boundary
Layer Experiment (BoBBLE) is led
by UEA scientists in collabora-
tion with the University of Read-
ing and the National Oceanogra-
phy Centre in Southampton.

The partners in India include
the Centre for Atmospheric and
Oceanic Sciences, the Indian Na-
tional Centre for Climate Infor-
mation Services, the National
Centre for Medium Range Weath-
er Forecasting and the Nationa-
1 Institute of Ocean Technology.

AL

Page No 04



