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"NEP will change India by
transforming education:

~

By Dr K Kasturirangan

approved the National

Education Policy; 2020.
This is a seminal moment
that sets out the path for edu-
cation in our country for the
next 20 years.

In the three decades since
the last National Education
Policy 1986/1992 was formu-
lated, the social, political and
economic environment in In-
dia and the world has
changed significantly. The
economy has opened up, so-

P‘"“'l:“vhe Union cabinet has

cial structures have changed, -

there is increased participa-
tion of all groups in political,
social and economic process-
es and communication has
grown exponentially New
global challenges such as cli-
mate change have emerged,
while rapid advances in tech-
nology present both opportu-
nities and challenges to hu-
man well-being.

India has made progress

— education is now recog-
nised as a fundamental right,
access to education at differ-
ent stages has increased dra-
matically and important cur-
ricular reforms have been
made. However, equity and
quality of education still re-
main massive challenges.
While we have established
some world-class institutions,
westill struggle to create simi-
larly effective learning oppor-
tunitiesand environmentsfor
all our students.

This National Education
Policy, 2020 is a response to

‘these changes and challeng-

es while being anchored in
strong fundamentals of good
education. This policy is also
a response to the unfinished
education agenda set by the
two previous education poli-
cies of 1968 and 1986/1992.

This policy provides a
roadmap and action-dimen-
sions for the transformation
and reinvigoration of the
education system in India,
such that by 2040, India has
one of the best education sys-
tems in the world.

A strong, vibrant public
education system is the foun-
dation of democracy. This
policy emphasises our public
education system —itaimsto
nurture institutional envi-
ronments that are responsive

todifferencesand ensurethat

high-quality education for all

BY INVITATION

becomesareality.

The policy focusses on

high quality early childhood
care and education available
forallchildren—thisiscriti-
cal tolay a strongfoundation
for learning and develop-
mentthroughoutlife.

School curriculum and

pedagogy will berestructured

into a 5+3+3+4 system based
on development stages. There

will be seamless integration of
education across all stages.
This is fundamentally differ-
entfrom the current structure
where the early school years
are completely separated
from high school which is

completely separated from

higher education.

There is both empirical
and theoretical evidence to
support the fact that holistic
and multi-disciplinary edu-
cation is a very sound base

for good education. An inte-

grative, broad-based holistic
education will be adopted

from the beginning of high
school up to and including

undergraduate education.
Vocational education will be

an integral part of this vi-

sion of holistic education.

This will have imaginative

and flexible curricular struc-

tures, creative combinations

of study with multiple entry
and exit points. This will be
followed by rigorous special-
isation at the graduate and
doctoral levels. .
Curriculum and class-

room processes along with

culture and practices in insti-

tutions will together enable

development and growth of
conceptual understanding (ie
avoid rote learning), critical
thinking, human and consti-
tutional values, life capaci-
ties and skills (eg resilience,

ability to work in groups,

communication) across all
stages of education. Both the

curriculum and the culture of ‘
institutions will be respon:
sive to the local context and
its needs. Diversity and con-
text would be used as a re-
source for better education.
Teachers are at the heart
of good education — they
must be valued and empo-
wered. This policy empha-
sisesrigorousteacherprepa-
ration through four-year
teacher education pro-
grammes, continuous teach-

er professional develop-

ment, positive working envi-
ronment and enabling ser-
vice conditions for teachers.
Knowledge creation and
its application is integral to
the enterprise of education
— high quality research and
a sharp research mind is
core to our education sys-
tem. Equal emphasis must
be given to research in the
arts, humanities, social sci-
ences, physical and life sci-
ences, and applied fields
such as technology and pub-
lic health. This policy ac-
knowledges and imagines
the rich heritage of knowl-
edge in India spanning sev-
eralthousandyears. -
Good education requires
autonomy and empowerment
— education institutions will
be fully empowered. Regula-
tion will be ‘light but tight"to
ensure financial probity
transparent disclosure, good
governance and public spirit-
edness. There will be separa-
tion.of functions — standard
setting, funding, accredita-
tion and regulation will be

- conducted by independent

bodiestoeliminate conflicts of
interest.

Resource efficiencies will
be targeted without any com-
promiseon eqmtyandﬁ
Education is a public servi

and a public good, not a com-

mercial activity or a source of
profit. Public education will
be adequately funded and ful-
ly supported to achieve the
goals of this policy.

Itruly believe that as this
policy gets implemented
over the next 20 years, it will
transform India, through
transforming education.

(Thewriter; a former Isro

chief is the Chancellor of

. Central University of Rajas-
thanand the chairpersonof the .

committee which drafted the

National Education Policy).




