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1T Roorkee scientist 1dent1fy drug for Chikungunya

cientists at IIT-Roorkee the infection. monly used in deworming that are more potent and ag-
Shave found that a com-  “Our research has shown treatments against round- gress1ve to fight Chikungu-

monly used de-worming that piperazine, a drug exist- worm and pinworm. nya virus, Tomar said,
. drug has anti-viral proper-  ing in the market, is success- Scientists, using theirex- ~ The study, published in
ties and could lead to new fulincurbing the spread and pertise invirologyandstruc- ~ the journal Antiviral Re-
 therapies against Chikungu-  replication of the Chikungu- ture biology, discovered anti-  search, describes the poten-
“nya — a deadly, mosquito- nya virus in a lab setting,” viral potential of piperazine tial of piperazine as a phar-
borne disease. said Shailly Tomar, a profes- § and determined the mecha- macotherapeutic agent, and
Currently, there are no sor at Indian Institute of nism of inhibition of Chi- how binding these molecules
vaccines or antiviral drugs  Technology (IIT) Roorkee in kungunya virus. to the hydrophobic (water-
available to cure Chikungu- ~ Uttarakhand. The molecular detailsre-  hating) pocket of capsid pro-
nya, and the treatment isfo- ~ “We are currently testing trials soon,” said Tomar, who ~ vealed in the study can be tein present in the Chikun-
cussed on relieving the themolecule onanimals and  headed the research project. further utilised to design guwiya virus can inhibit the

symptoms associated with hope to take this to clinical  Piperazine is adrugcom- piperazine derivative drugs spread of the virus. — ?
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