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‘Special grants, autonomy for
‘top stand-alone institutes T}
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New Delhi: The government
panel scouting for institutes of
eminence (IoE) came across sev-
_eral worthy stand-alone candi-
dates which did not win the cov-
eted tag, butimpressed itenough
to earn its recommendation for

- government support.
Management, public healt.h

schools, rural institutes, science

~and _ma;hemaﬁcs schools were

' spotted by the committee com-
prising among others former
chief election commissioner N.
Gopalswamiand Harvard Busi-
ness School professor Tarun
Khanna. They recommended
thatsuch institutes be provided
with special grants, research
facilities and functional auton-
omy even if they were not full-
fledged multi-disciplinary uni-
versities thatthe comnuttee was

* lookingfor.

. “EEC (empowered expert
committee) would like to recog-
nize...institutions who hold
great potentialtoreachnational
and global prominence in a sin-
gularfield of study, e.g. manage-
ment, agnculture, technology,
medicine etc,” the committee
said in its report to the human
resource development (HRD)

© ministry.

“In fact, many (stand-alone
institutions) have already
reached global prominence,
albeit in their chosen field. The
EEC believes that these institu-
tions can benefit by recognition
and investment by the govern-
ment to reach even greater
prominence,” itadded.

Among institutions which
earned the committee’sadmira-
tion were Indian Statistical Insti-
tute (Kolkata), Institute of Chem-

« iecal Technology (Mumbai), Gan-

-~

IN THE150TH
ANNIVERSARY YEAR OF
MAHATMA GANDHI, T
WOULDBEONLY -
APPROPRIATE THAT THIS
INSTITUTION’S WORKIS

dhigram Rural Institute of
Higher Education (Tamil Nadu),
Indian Institute of Human Settle-
ment (ITHS), Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (Delhi)
TataInstitute of Social Sciences,
Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research (both Mumbai) and
Indian Institute of Public Health-

Gandhinagar (ITPHG). Besides,

it has named institutes like
Indian Institutes of Management
(IIMs) at Kolkata and Ahmeda-
bad.

The committee said it
applauds such institutions,
acknowledges their achieve-
ments and unique contributions
and recommends that the gov-
ernment consider establishinga
separate programme toinvestin
them with a different set of
defined goals and expectations.

Terming such institutions as
“yital for the country’s economy
and progress”, the committee
hasrecommended that the “gov-
ernment establish a special pro-
gramme for stand-alone univer-
sities/institutions, invest in
themand allow them toexcelon
the world stage in their own cho-
senfield”.

“Gandhian thought and phi-
losophy is still relevant to India
and the world. Many institutions
had started to work on those
principles and with a strong
rural focus. One of them, the
Gandhigram Rural Institute of

:7i

Higher Education, district Din-
dugal, Tamil Nadu seems to be—
thriving. It is grounded in Gan-
dhian ethos and is doing signifi-'
cantservicetotherural popula-’
tion especially the women and
theunderprivileged. Inthe 150%
anniversary year of Mahatm:
Gandhi, it would be only appro
priate that this institution’
work is appreciated, and it i
helped with additional funds an
suchother dispensation that
put it on sound footing and s
tainit,” said the report, a copy
which was seen by Mint.

The committee has unders'
lined that the work of ITHS and «
IIPHG—urbanization and public
health can be “truly called
unique and important for the

¥ strategic needs” of the coun

and EEC recommends thaf!
“these two institutions bq
encouraged and givennecessary
flexibility in regulatory frame—‘
work (similar to Category- 1
autonomy given tosome mst1tu—
tions in March this year), funds
and other such dispensation as,
deemed fit with an inbuilt,
accountability mechanism.
AnHRD ministry official, who,
declined to be named, said that:
“though the committee was:
entrusted with naminginstitutes
of eminence, it has given specific:
recommendations on quality!
stand-alone institutions too.
They have found gems in educa-'
tion sector and the ministry has’
noted them. Appropriateaction’ .
will be takenin due course”. °
The committee had suggested:
at least 11 names—three in pri- -
vate sector including the pro::
posed Jio Institute from Rehanco.
Foundation, and eightin pubhc
sector forthe IoE status, but gov{
ernment announced only six
names—three private and threg

publicuniversities. @;
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