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NITI Aayog for
less teaching,
more research

Favours hiring-of faculty from abroad

JACOB KOSHY

NEW DELHI1

To ensure that investments
in research better translate
to more products and bol-
ster “innovation and devel-

opment” The National Insti-

tution | for the
Transformation of India
(NITI) Aayog has recom-
mended that faculty at
“world class” institutions
prioritise research and be
allowed to “reduce their

teaching responsibility,” if
required

. Such universities also
ought to be allowed to re-
cruit research staff from
abroad and be encouraged
to compete for research
projects from industry. The
so-called ‘world class uni-
versities’ are part of a gov-
ernment-outlined, plan to
raise funding for 10 public
and 10 private universities
and mould them into insti-

tutions that rank amongth'e :

world’s best.

 The names of these insti-
tutions are expected to be
made public later this year.

Vision document
The NITI Aayog suggestions
stem from a three-year vis-
ion document that outlines
targets and goals the Minis-
tries — from railways to en-
vironment — ought to
achieve by 2020.
Universities ought to be

ranked according to metrics

such as teaching, research
output and funding won

from the private sector.
“Gradually, this model
may be extended to bring
other universities in the

fold,” the report adds.
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headed by a distinguished
scientist. This will coordin-
ate with science and tech-
nology departments, minis-
tries, governments and
private sector bodies and
deliberate on - national is-
sues and recommend
interventions.

Such an organisation will
review progress of projects
every six months and pro-
pose “course corrections”
for achieving these goals.

Database of schemes

The organisation also pro-
poses a database of all exist-
ing schemes related to sci-
ence and technology across
ministries and depart-
ments. This will have in-
formation on the coordinat-
ing ministry, its objectives
and available funds. Its key
purpose would be to avoid
“duplication of efforts, re-
duce approval times, in-
crease accountability and
collaboration between en-
tities and measured out-
comes,” the report adds.

The organisation has also
pushed for more public
private partnmerships.

S&T projects, the report
notes, are “different than
those” in infrastructure
primarily because they are
riskier and take longer to
fructify.

“We should develop clear
guidelines for implement-
ing these projects...and ad-
minister a clear funding
mechanism for government
financing,” it notes.

Given the government’s
“limited funds” the NITI
Aayog recommends re-
search priorities to water
management, agriculture,

waste management,

energy,
healtb, counectivity and



