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The Axact Reaction

Why does it take the NYT to break a Pakistani scam?

@ few years back, while heading to a TV
'8 studio in Islamabad to participate in a

& Wprogramme, I heard a big blast. I called

up the producer so that the channel could

send a team to cover the blast. Instead, he

told me to go straight to the site and provide live coverage
for the channel using my cellphone till reporters and OB
vans could reach there. The recording of my programme,
he reasoned, could wait.

Excited at the opportunity to be a reporter, I started
looking for the blast site and finally found it near Jinnah
Super, the main market of Islamabad. Luckily, the explosion
had not taken place in the crowded market, but at one end
of a road leading to it. But I could not
reach the spot: there was intense gunfire
and bullets were landing close to my feet.
As it turned out, a suicide bomber had
blown himself up near the entrance to
the Frontier Constabulary camp at the
intersection of Margalla Road and
Kohsar Road. The jawans at the camp,
enraged, were firing into the air. It con-
tinued for more than half an hour.

Nowadays, it’s slightly different. Every
time armed forces personnel or their
facilities are targeted by terrorists, the
air force goes out within hours and
bombs tribal areas close to the
Afghanistan border. We are told dozens of hardcore ter-
rorists have been killed. We are left wondering why these
terrorists could not have been pinpointed and killed ear-
lier! A similar ‘reaction-ism’ surrounds the Axact affair—
involving a Karachi-based firm that claims to be Pakistan’s
biggest software exporter. On May 17, the New York Times
carried a lead story by Declan Walsh that Axact operated
a complex network of educational institutions that existed
only as websites and made piles offering fake degrees
worldwide. The electronic media went berserk—for the-
obvious reason that Axact is about to launch Bol, a TV
channel which has attracted prominent anchors.
Mercifully, the print media gave it less coverage, but nev-
ertheless, it was front-page news.

Then came a flurry of activity. The interior minister
immediately ordered the Federal Investigation Agency (¥14)
toinquire into the matter. Axact offices were raided, the ceo
and perhaps some employees were arrested, computers and

other equipment was seized. The Securities Excchange
Commission of Pakistan issued a showcause notice to the
company. The Federal Bureau of Revenue (¢BR), which has
been unable to discover more than two million taxpayers in
a nation of 180 million, started probing Axact for tax eva-
sion. About the Twitter storms, the less said the better.

But where was everyone all this time? What happened to
the investigative skills of our reporters, many of whom are
being paid huge salaries? What on earth were the folks in
our intelligence agencies, the F1a and the ¥BR doing all
along? Do we need a Declan Walsh every time to wake us
from our slumber? It might be noted that, a few years back,
Walsh was summarily ordered out of Pakistan for filing a
report about the tribal areas. Since then, he has been
refused a visa to enter Pakistan.
saari.  The factis, in Pakistan, no one is doing
; his job. It is not that everyone is corrupt.
It is more a case of lack of competence.
Most people are not interested in doing
the work their position requires. And
there are many who perhaps want to
work but lack the competence. This
applies, regrettably, from the top to the
bottom and across all institutions of
Pakistan, a frightening situation indeed.

In the midst of it all, the nation has
discovered the electronic media, some-
thing that has been around since the
introduction of the liberalisation of
2001. Pakistan has now more than 50
news channels. But they hardly ever conduct investigative
reporting; on the other hand, they have specialised in out-
doing each other in the coverage, with music blaring, of
terrorist attacks. Tired of one channel, you switch to
another—only to be assailed with greater intensity.

Our politicians are more than willing to appear on these
channels and give the impression that their job is simply to
remain visible on TV rather than to serve the people. Many
of these politicians aren’t even elected figures. Then there’s
a band of retired bureaucrats and military personnel ser-
monising on the very things they were opposed to when in
service. The anchors are keen to retain their jobs and willing
to do whatever is demanded of them by the management.

This is not just hopeless but also very scary. The nation
needs a Lee Kuan Yew to get out of this mess—but, at the
moment, there’s no such leader in sight. o

(The writer is an advocate at the
Supreme Court of Pakistan.)
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Kick-Start Meeting on “Environment

Assessment and Monitoring (EAM)-2015 Program”

K Lakshmipat University Jaipur organized two day “Kick-
start meeting sessions” from 03 April to 04 April 2015 in
order to build capacity for quality improvement among
expert from different industries to know about Environment
Assessment and Monitoring (EAM) program. It is a kind of
induction program among the experts from different industry

The IIHMR University Convocation -2015

ne of the globally recognized and leading healthcare

research organizations of the country, The Indian

Institute of Health Management Research The IIHMR
University, organized convocation on 20th May, 2015. Dr.
Hari Gautam, former Chairman, University Grants
Commission (UGC) conferred degree’s to all students
of Hospital and Health Management, Pharmaceutical
Management and Master of Public Health. Present at
the occasion was the UNICEF, State Head, Rajasthan,
Dr. Samuel Mawunganidze to as the guest of honor.

Dr. SD Gupta President IHMR University said, “llIHMR
has made phenomenal contributions to both
research and education in the area of management
of health services achieving a pride of place in health
management, planning and research at the national
and international levels. The IIHMR university is
appreciated in developing health management as
an important discipline for improving the efficiency,

and faculties from JK Lakshmipat University
to initiate a step towards clean and healthy
environment.

Prof.(Dr.) Anupam Kumar Singh, Director IET, JKLU
inaugurated the session by giving valuable inputs
and applicability of Environment Assessment and
Monitoring program for industry and society. Dr.
Neha Sharma (EAM Program coordinator), Prof.
Vinod Kumar Vishwakarma, Dr. Shahnawaz Khan
and Environmental experts from various industries,
Rajasthan Pollution Control Boards (RPCB)
participated in the meeting sessions.

JKLU Jaipur is starting a certificate program- on
Environmental Analysis and Monitoring (EAM)
for working professionals engaged in industries.
The program will be of 2 months duration and will cover
aspects related to monitoring, assessment, and analyzing the
air, soil, and water quality and will also cover the environment
compliances, auditing and EIA etc. (For more information visit
us at : http://www.jklu.edu.in/).

effectiveness and quality of health care. The Universit,
concentrated on research in health policy and programs since
its inception. [IHMR University is the first institution that has
started offering management programs in healthcare sector.




