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Indiaslidesinworlduniversity rankings

f Poor performance in internationalisation of their campuses and a low research score reasons for dismal score: Times Higher Education

VINAY UMARJI
, Ahmedabad, 5 September

" Poorperformancein

" internationalisation of their

* campusesandalowresearch
score have pulled down Indian

, highereducationinstitutessuch
asthelIndianInstitute of Science
(IiSc)and some of the Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs)in
the Times Higher Education
(THE) World University
Rankings2018,

WhileTISchas dropped from

the201-250 band in the previous
rankingstothe 251-300 band, IIT-
Delhiand IIT-Kanpur have fallen

fromthe 401-500band tothe 501-
600band. IIT-Madras fell from
the401-500 band tothe 601-800
cohort. Thedropcomesatatime
when the IITs have sought more
fundsunder the human resources
development ministry’s
Vishwajeet projectaimed at
helpingthem climbin global
academicrankings.

Times Higher Educationon
Tuesdaypublished the 14th
annual edition of its World
University Rankings, alistofthe
top1,000 universities from 77
countries. Accordingto THE,
India’s performance has
deteriorated, withits number of
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universities inthe top1,000
declining from 31t030.
The University of Oxford

B %

The government is also set-
ting up an empowered com-
mittee to select 20 institutes
with the aim of having them
rariked in the top 500 and
eventually top 100 global
universities. ;

The government
announced in August it
would put on hold its plan to
allow foreign universities to
establish campuses and
award degrees in the country

retains first place in the World

University Rankings. The
University of Cambridge climbs

India slides in world
university rankings

but said the 20 universities
chosen for the excellence ini-
tiative would be free to
recruit foreign faculty, admit
more foreign students and
collaborate with foreign insti-
tutions.

“There is some really pos-
itive news in that India’s
overall research income and
research quality has risen

this year, and the country’s

world-class university plan

two placestosecond, overtaking
the California Institute of
Technology and Stanford ‘
University, bothjoint third. While
the US continuestodominate the
rankings, Chinese universities are
climbing rapidly.

Termingthe declineinIndia’s
scoreas “disappointing”, Phil
Baty, editorial director, global
rankings, THE, pointed out that
other Asian countriessuchas
Chinaand Singapore had been
consistentlyimprovingtheir
performance.

“Asleading universitiesin
other Asianterritories suchas
China, HongKongand Singapore

X

shows that it recognises the

importance of investing in
higher education, which may
reverse India’s decline in the
rankings in future years.,”
Baty added. “There is a need

for Indian institutes to mar-

ket themselves globally,” said
Shobha Ghosh, assistant sec-
retary-general at
Federation of

Industry.
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are consistently risingupthe
ran]dngs,inpartthanl&tohigh
andsustained levels of funding,
India’s flagship Indian Institute of
Science moves furtheraway from
theelitetop200,” Baty said.
Indian universities performed
poorlyon internationalisation,
with allexcept one dropping
places, mainly duetoother
universities rising at a faster rate.
Government policy limitsthe
number of foreign students who
canstudyin Indiaand prevents
international scholars from being
hired inlong-term faculty
positions, THE isofthe view that
India may recoveron this metric

onthebackofits world-class
university plan, whichaimsto
provide additional fundingto
select publicand private
universities forinfrastructureand
academics.

Adirectorofone of the seven
olderITssaid efforts toimprove
research through additional
funding had been “slower than
desired” from the government as

| well astheinstitutes.

Apart from the Vishwajeet
project, which will initially fund
thesevenolder IITs, the ministry
isidentifying10 publicand 10
private institutionsas ‘Institutes
of Eminence’, Turn to Page 16




