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~ and backall this up with
e budgetary commitment

Education Policy since the one
to the nation in 1986. If noth-

y education isa prerequisxte to

_ ty of life, social transformation,
searc Ajnnova soundvalue sys-
tem and, above all, to build a high human
capital. The educators, policy-makers and
-ﬂledvl}loddtyareacutelyawateofthe

~ Asof today, over 17 million children
andadnlueents are out of school, accord-

+ in research and technology, skill develop-
ment,and in creating a pipeline of com-

= mitted andwell—ttamedteachers.OverlO
million young people in India are in need !

Gﬁobsatanygiventime
- Last

year’s Union

the gap in bud-

cate more for creating centres of excel-
lence, particularly in the areas of teacher

training, research and development,and

in inttodudng cutting-edge technology.
,none of these happened.

; ,"lﬁebmdﬂgoalsofﬂlebudgetaryaﬂom-
tion

i the government’s priority,

' 10talklngpoints,ﬂ1e‘youﬂ: beingo!neof

Considerlng that India is a growmg
economy amid the world’s gloominess—
and that Indiawill be the dominant hub of
talent and world’s workforce—the upcom-
ing Union Budget ought to give a push to
the education sector. India is also a signa-
tory to sustainable development goals.
(SDGs)mandated by the United Nationsin
2015.The SDGs focus on providing inclu-
sive and quality education and ensuring
skill, competencies, decent employment
and o] to all. Education under-
pins all these lofty objectives. Without an
exl)lidtp!wisionbydoublingthe existing
fund allocation and managing fund utili-

sation more efficiently, we will miss the

targets of SDGs to be achieved by 2030.
The finance minister must introduce a

s stem for the better

Ways we can change our education

y allocation for education. It was

; teachers training mstltutes, ‘e;ﬁedoftheﬁnanceministertoano-

tutes,and back all this up with budgetary
commitment.

India has consistently improved its
enrolment of school education ratioat the
primarylevel. However,at the higher edu-
cation level, it remains low,at 23%. There-
fore, there is a need for strengthening the
secondary education landscape, voca-
tional education and skill development.
With the expansion of educational access,
ensuring excellence and maximising
employability are the two other major
challenges. The government is conscious
of the equality issues and accountability
inachievinglearning outcomes.Intheera
of globalisation, and India’s growing
stature in the world, global competencies
need tobe developed. Our teaching-learn-
ing standards must match up to global

! : language

meﬁihanis(mSAt;) Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan (S MidDayMealScheme,
sm;thgning’ gea training insti-  lang

it AT K

will accrue long-term benefits.

To fix the challenges in education, we
need to revamp the government-run
schools to impart free, compulsory and
quality education. At the same time, we

‘need to engage with the private sector to

share the responsibilities of nation-build-
ing,innovation and enterprise,and trans-
form ourschools into remarkable learning
environments. In the last one year, the
most talked about phenomenonineduca-

tion has been the inclusion of Section
12(1)(c) of the RTE Act, mandating the
inclusion of 25% of students in private
schools from the economically-weaker
and socially-disadvan
Act recognises that private schools have

tion.The Rashtriya Adarsh
ument on public—pu:lva

taged groups.The ¢
the bandwidth to impart quality edum- col

I‘l

An entire generation that entered
ﬂreuadnngprofaaonmthourly

s ‘, 1980s will soon be Inngmg up their

boots without seeing the second
‘edition of the National Education
Pollqy'slmthe one presented to

.»fﬂ\emﬁonmlmnnﬂectspoorlyv

“on the priority we accord to
‘education in India
| REEPGTISRA AR
acknowledges that private sector’s effi-
ciency would optimise the life-cycle cost
and improve the quality of education.
While many argue that privatisation of
education must be discouraged, govern-
ments over }he years have relied on the
capacity of private schools. And yet, the
controversy around autonomy of private -

privatisationan in‘evetsib]e process. ;
The Global Education Monitorin
report 2017-18 released on October 24
UNESCO calls upon the government:
designaccountability ms forsch
and teachers that are supporuve of chil
dren. It further suggests democra par-

pendent
asignatorytoUNobllgations we canno
ignore these observations.

Looking from the standpoint of
education secto:; the finance




