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“National Education Policy 2020
1is the backbone of Indla s future’

BquudevDevnanI

nd1a has a special place
in the world in terms of

knowledge. In ancient ?‘"‘--

times, people from all over
‘the world came to India

: 1 to attain
knowledge
| in Taxila
¥ | and Nal-
_ | anda. These
| centres of

were at top
- position-in the field of im-
parting spiritual knowledge
along with science, medi-
cine, vastu, art of living etc.
The country became a slave
in the intervening phase.
Libraries of our universi-
ties were destroyed. Then
a move to impart education
started, but with a mental-
ity of slavery as Macaulay’s
education indicates.

After Independence, there
was a change in education
system, but it failed to get lib-
erated from Macaulay’s edu-

cation system. Several com- -

missions were formed and a
few suggestions were also
implemented, but fundamen-
tally changes did not come
about. Students were caught
in the race of obtaining a de-
gree by mugging the syllabus
and then became busy secur-
ing a job by getting a degree.

The 21st century under-
lined the need to equip the

new generation accordingly

and a new commission was
formed. The New Education
Policy 2020, which came into

education

existence recently, is based
on suggestions received from
all over the country. The
youth will not only get edu-
cated, but will also get em-
ployment.

In this policy,emphasis has
been given on children’s ele-
mentary and secondary edu-
cation along with higher and
technical education. Stress

hasbeen laid on ‘how to think’

in place of ‘what to think’ so
that the inborn talent in the
child comes out. Instead of
‘searching for a job’, the youth
becomes a ‘job creator’.

The child getting elemen-
tary education in mother
tongue gets connected with
his/her milieu and is linked
with the vocational education
from class VI, in which the
student will be able to get as-
sociated with traditional in-
dustries and modern time IT
and other businesses. The
children in this age group
have creativity, curiosity and

“a sense of commitment,

which will emerge from this

policy and will give shape to
new things.

In this policy, children
have been kept free to choose
any subject according to their
thinking, ability and need
and they have not been tied to

choose science, commerce

and arts streams. The student
can opt for music along with
physics and chemistry. Each
subject will have the set cred-
it points, which will keep ac-
cumulating in the account of
the student, for which a cred-
it bank has also been ar-
ranged. For this, the student
has been allowed to enter and
exit at any time. If a student
quits any time due to some
circumstances in a four-year
course then the education re-
ceived so far will not go waste.
There is a unique provision
of giving certificate on one
year education, diploma on
two years, degree on third
year and degree with re-
search on completion of four-

year education. The educa- |

- tion received by the student

will always be with him/her
and can use it in taking ad-
mission again at any level.
Emphasis has been given
on avallablhty and quality of
education in this policy. At
present, 95% of students
reach elementary education,
79% students reach middle

-education and up to 56%

reach secondary education.
Only 26.4% of students go for
higher education. For this, a
target of 100% gross enrol-
ment in school education has
been set by the year 2030, for
which transport and hostel |
facilities will be given so that |
each child gets equal and in-
clusive education.

The policy aims to take
higher education up to 50%.
An additional 3.50 crore seats
will be available in the coun-
try and students having all
kinds of interest can get high-
er education. Currently; there
are separate regulatory bod-
ies for higher education and a

~ single regulatory authority

has been formed by combin-
ing all, which will work as an
independent body for setting
standards, funding, recogni-
tion and regulation. :
Provision for online edu-
cation, e-courses and virtual
labs has been made in this
policy for which it has been
decided to increase the spend-
ing in education from 3.4% to
6% of the GDP.

(The writer is the former edu-
cation minister of Rajasthan)




