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Global warming ‘hiatus’ was never real: Study

Melbourne: There has never
been a statistically signifi-
cant ‘pause’ in global warm-
ing, scientists say.

Many studies over the past
decade have claimed to find a
pause or slowdown in global
warming and have typically
. posited this asevidence that is
inconsistent with our under-
standing of global warming.

The study, published in the
journal Environmental Re-
search Letters, looked at how
the ‘pause’ had been defined,
the time intervals used to
characterise it, and the meth-
ods used to assess it.

The study then tested his-
torical and current versions
of the Earth’s global mean

surface temperature (GMST)

datasets for pauses, both in
terms of no warming trend

and a substantially slower

trend in GMST.

“Our findings show there is
little or no statistical evidence
for a ‘pause’ in GMST rise,”
said James Risbey from the
Commonwealth Scientific and
Industrial Research Organisa-
tion (CSIRO) in Australia.

“Neither the current data
nor the historical data sup-
port it. Moreover, updates to
the GMST data through the
period of ‘pause’ research
have made this conclusion
stronger. But, there was nev-
er enough evidence to reason-
ably draw any other conclu-
sion,” Risbey said.

He said that “global warm-

Photo for representation

ing did not pause, but we
need to understand how and
why scientists came to be-
lieve it had, to avoid future
episodes like this.”

-

The climate-research com-

' munity’s ‘acceptance of a

‘pause’ in global warming
caused confusion for the pub-
licand policy system about the

pace and urgency of climate
change, researchers said.

That confusion in turn
might have contributed to re-
duced impetus for action to
prevent greenhouse climate
change, they said.

“The full costs of that are
unknowable, but the risks
are substantial. There are les-
sons here for the science, and
for the future,” Risbey said.

The group’s companion
study looks at the alleged
mismatch between the rate
of global warming in obser-
vations and climate models.

The researchers pointed
out that by the end of 2017,
the ‘pause’ was the subject
of more than 200 scientific
articles. —PZ
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