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{/INSTITUTIONS OF EMINENCE New framework to catapult Indian institutions to global recognition by freeing.
the best of them from UGC's restrictive regulatory regime &ushering in unprecedented level of autonomy

New Delhi: India has taken a firm step
towards building 20 world-class educa-
tional institutions, which will be ter-
med Institutions of Eminence, with
the human resource development mi-
nistry moving the proposal to the
Union Cabinet for approval.

Firmly bearing the stamp of the Pri-
me Minister’s Office, this isanew fram-
ework to catapult Indian institutions to
global recognition by freeing the best
of them from the University Grants
Commission’s restrictive regulatory
regimeand usheringinan unpreceden-
‘tedlevel of institutional autonomy. He-

 rearesome of thefiner details:

WHAT WILL MAKE THEM 'EMINENT’

The UGC (Institutions of Eminence
Deemed to be Universities) regula-
tions, 2017 will govern all such institu-
tions that are conferred with this sta-
tus, ensuring their completeacademic,
administrative and financial autono-
my. These regulations will override all
other UGC regulations and free the in-
stitutions of UGC's restrictive inspec-
tion regime, the regulatory control
over fee and curriculum.

+ The institutions will have to achieve
aplace in the top 500 of any of the glo-
bal rankings within 10 years of being
declared an institution of eminence
and eventually reach the top 100 slot.

- +Theywillhavea teacher:student ratio

. of 1:20to begin with and 1:10 in five years,
with a student enrolment of 15,000 in 15
years. There will bea good mix of Indian
and international faculty,and only those
who come with a degree from top 500 in-
stitutions in global rankings will be con-
sidered eligible foreign faculty.

- The institutions will be free toselect

students through a merit-based trans-

lack of funds. Up to 30% foreign stu-
dents vis-a-vis the strength of domes-
tic students can be admitted. The insti-
tution will befree todecide itsfeestruc-
ture but will have to declare it in a
transparent manner. Any reports of
capitation fee will be treated as serious
violation. An Ombudsman will be set
up to cater to student grievances.

* One paper will have to be published
per faculty member per year on avera-
ge in a reputed peer reviewed interna-
tional journal, with publications in-
cluded in SCOPUS, Web Science, etc to

be counted asaresearch publication. A -

world-class library with subscriptions
to reputed journals related to courses
offered will have to be maintained
along with cutting-edge research in
frontierareas.

* A long-term lead campus (30 years
minimum) with adequate space for ex-
pansion. b e .

* While private institutions will not

- get any government funding they will

be ableto access government funds for

- «Full freedom to the institution to de-
cide course structure, the credit hours
needed for a degree, fixing of curricu-
Ium and syllabus and up to 20% online
courses as part of its programmes and
fully online certificate courses. Full
freedom to hire faculty, even industry
personnel asfaculty and choose any ca-
reer progression scheme, salary struc-
ture for its faculty. None of its acade-
mic collaborations will need govern-
ment approval unless they are with co-
untries on the foreign ministry’s or
home ministry’s ‘negativelist’.

* Reservation policies will apply only
to the government institutions confer-
red the status. {

- » The institutions will be multi-disci-
plinary but unitary, meaning they will
not affiliate with colleges or use the
word ‘university’ for description.

- WHO IS ELIGIBLE:
* Ten government run and ten private
institutions will be conferred this sta-
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tion will apply to HRD ministry for the

~ special status, a private deemed to be

‘university or private state university

- will have to be backed by a sponsoring

organisation with a total net worth of
%5,000 crore and credible members, an
identified first chancellor and vice
chancellor, and a detailed 15-year vi-
sion plan besides a five-year rolling

implementationplan. i

« The governance structure of the in-
stitution and its sponsoring organisa-
tion will be different.

. tmx'lexisting private institutions, an
initial corpus fund of 260 crore tobe in-
creased toz150 crore in ten years, along
with a guaranteed pipeline of 500 cro-
reand credible plan for 7500 crore.

- +For greenfield institutions, an initi-
- alcorpusof z60 crore to be increased to
- T150crore inadecade, guaranteed pipe-

line of %500 crore and a credible plan
for an additional 21,000 crore. Fund so-
urces for both categories will havetobe
declared and available for scrutiny by
competent authorities.

+ Institution to be accredited by go-
vernment-run National Assessment
and Accreditation Council (NAAC) or
its international equivalent. Pitching
for greater flexibility, a provision has
been added, allowing an institution to
appeal on a NAAC accreditation gra-
ding to the empowered expert group.

WHO WILL SELECT?

+ An empowered expert committee
(EEC) with three to five eminent per-
sons appointed for three years with the
final approval of the appointments
committee of the Cabinet headed by
the PM will select the 20 institutes. The
EEC will recommend the names to the
UGC, which will forward its decision to
the HRD ministry that will issue a let-
ter of intent to such institutions and
decide on the final conferment of the

parent admission process to ensure no
meﬂtb;iousstqdeg"t'_is e e
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