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Dr1v1ng innovation

Academic collaborations with foreign universities can be a great advantage to Indian students

¥ TIM BLACKMAN

Higher education is booming as go-
vernments across the world fuel
their knowledge economies with
skilled graduates. India is no excep-
tion. However, like many other
countries, India has a shortage of
places and a mismatch between
graduate skills and what is needed
to power economic growth and jobs
creation. Foreign universities have a
role to play in meeting these chal-
lenges, but they must help raise
quality as well.

The way forward
The willingness of the Indian Go-
vernment to open up opportunities
for foreign universities would be a
commendable step as it strives to in-
crease the number of university
places and drive up quality. But In-
dia also needs innovation in educa-
tion. Indian youth needs people,
places and ideas that drive innova-
tion, such as practice-based teach-
~ing methods and unique ways of
conducting classes. The creativity
that comes from the students just
needs the right push to help them
achieve their goal.
A robust registration of outcomes
on a national platform will help in
understanding the virtual success of
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Study abroad: Widen your horizons

all efforts. For example, British
higher education is admired across
the globe for its high academic stan-
dards and the autonomy of its un-
iversities — autonomy which India is
only just starting to recognise as
crucial to high standards of scholar-

ship. Good regulation can raise

quality and encourage innovation,
while also creating opportunities for
Indian students to study for British
degrees in India.

Allowing foreign universities to
develop expertise and exchange
knowledge in academic collabora-
tions can be a great mutual advan-
tage for Indian students, which will

certainly help expanding in-country
provision and bringing in innova-
tion, ideation and niche knowledge.

For example, Middlesex Universi-
ty London’s academic partnership
with KM Music Conservatory in
Chennai, founded by A. R. Rahman,
enables students to experiment
with fusions of Indian and Western
music techniques. Students who
complete their diploma at the Con-
servatory can progress to a full ho-
nours degree at Middlesex in Lon-
don, but that should not be their
only option. With KR Mangalam Un-
iversity, Middlesex is planning mu-
tual recognition of degree pro-

grammes, joint degrees, mentoring,
student and staff exchanges, intern-
ships and summer courses.

Options

India should welcome discussing si-
milar partnerships with other high
quality institutions. While many In-
dian students want the incredible
experience of studying and working
in foreign countries, many others
want a less expensive or more con-
venient option of achieving a presti-
gious, skills-based degree in India.
Others will opt for a combination of
local and overseas study.

Education is the key to economic
and social progress, from high va-
lue-added industries to social jus-
tice and empowerment. While go-
vernments need to be vigilant of the
practices that institutions are adopt-
ing, each institution must come up
with a self assessment mechanism
by unlocking the job market with
the help of foreign universities. To
develop and maintain the Indian
education model, a working plan
can metamorphose into an iconic
programme that will last as a model
to follow for years to come.
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