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II'I-B India’s 3rd best institute,
Mum Univ drops in rankings

Strangely, TIFR pow MUMBAI HAS FARED NATIONALLY

Missing From
‘National List

Yogita.Rao@timesgroup.com

IT-Bombay retains its
position as the coun-
try’s third best insti-
tute of higher educa-
tion, bettered only by
IIT-Madras and Indian Insti-
tute of Science, Bengaluru.
Onthelistreleased by the Na-
tional Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) on Tues-
day, IIT-B is also India’s sec-
ond-best engineering insti-
tute. Unsurprisingly, Mum-
bai University is not among
the country’s top 100 univer-
sities. Its rank dropped from
the 101-150 band to 151-200.
NIRE, backed by the
Union HRD ministry, had
nine categories this year (see
graphic). II'T-B participated
in the management category
as well and was ranked fifth,
above sought-after institutes
from Mumbai like NMIMS
and SP Jain This experts

Pune country’s 9th
best univ, state’s 1st

une University has improved

itsrank from last year's10to
nine this year in the university
category. Itis also the best
university in the state. Inthe

~ overall category, the university is

ranked 16th nationally. Fergusson
College is the best college in the
state,at rank 19. rnn

say, is controversial, like
some other aspects of the
rankings. For example, the
premier Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research
(TIFR) is missing from the
rankings, though itisamong
four institutions finding
“special mention” in NIRF
“Wearenotsure why we were
placed in the special catego-
ry,” said a TIFR official. The
Centre’s higher education
secretary R Subrahmanyam
said TIFR isaspecialistinsti-
tution and not multi-disci-
plinary.

Then, medical

a o
pated as they were ‘“not in-
formed”, said Pravin Shin-
gare from the Directorate of
Medical Education and Re-
search (DMER).

On Mumbai University’s
poor performance, academi-
cians said it wasdue toalack
of research, consultancy and
poor placements. A profes-
sor said the university has

been reduced to conducting
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WHY IS TIFR
MISSING?
TIFR is missing from
il the rankings, though
it finds “special
— mention” in NIRF
Institutions raised objections in the past over methodology. They said: on the grounds that
> The process lacks » Rankings of certain » Ranking agencies it did not fit into
transparency institutions go against usually are the categorization
» Parameters the grain of their independent the LA° :
considered are perceived ref tions world over. But NIRF !
arz srnment is backed by the Union

'""special category

sults. A statement by deputy
registrar Leeladhar Bansod
said the administration will
work to improve perform-
ance for the next ranking cy-
cle.

In the overall category,
only six institutions from
Mumbai could make it to the
top 200. Institute Chem-
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ranked4llastyear, isupat30.
HomiBhabha National Insti-
tute’s rank has dropped six
places to 41, while TISS has
maintained itsrank at49.
Among colleges, St Xa-
vier’sistheonly onefromthe
city tofigure in the country’s
top 100 in the category;
ough i;s rank dropped
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lo Menezes said, “We haven’t
fared well in research and
government scholarships.
We will work to set up more
endowmentscholarships.” A
professor said many colleges
from Delhi participated in
NIRF for the first time and
took over the higher ranks;
54 of the top 100 colleges in
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