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" ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA ‘RESTRICTIVE’

[IMs Unhappy With Centre’s PhD
Criteria, Raise Questions on Autonomy

All directors will hold a pan-1IM conference on December 13 to decide next course of action

Anubhuti.Vishnoi
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Even asthe govern-
ment is claiming credit for
granting autonomy to IIMs
through an Act of Parliament,
fresh concerns have been rai-
sed at the prestigious business
schools over the real extent of
the promised autonomy.
Unhappy with the recent PhD
guidelines issued to them by
the Human Resource Develop-
ment (HRD) ministry, all IIM di-
rectors are set to come together
to take a consolidated view on
the situation and take up the
" matter with the government.
Top IIMs are of the view that
the government mandated eli-
gibility criteria on PhD pro-
grammes at IIMs are ‘restricti-
* ve’,against the nature of the fa-
med Fellow Programme in Ma-
nagement(FPM)andalsonotin
keeping with the new autono-
my regime promised to them.
All IIM directors will hold a
pan IIM conference on Decem-

IIMs currently offer the docto-
ral FPM through well establis-
hed institutional processes in-
volving statement of purpose,
one hour long interviews and
course work put through rigo-

internal data on FPM shows
that it has admitted scores of
students even with a CGPA of 6.

Half of its FPM pass outs have
come with engineering degrees
and 60% of the candidates came

ree largely with the IIM A posi-

tion on the issue and feel that a
well tested, quality academic
programme should not be tin-
kered with, justtofititin witha
larger scheme.

“We are not happy with these
criteria. We have been admit-
ting students through rigorous
process for years now and pro-
viding a good quality program-
me. If the government now
wants totinker with it, one won-
ders what this autonomy is all
about. These issues will be dis-
cussed at length at the meeting
of IIM Directors next month.”,
said an IIM Director.

Another - IIM Director
conceded that the government
may beattemptingtofitIIMs in-
to a larger national frame
but it may be have a quality im-
pact and also affect the current
Fellows.

“There are serious concerns
with the PhD guidelines which
don’t take into account the IIM
ecosystem- which has proven it-
self. We are admitting with 60%
in our FPM, we already have so-

ber13 where they willdecideon rousstandardsof assessment. = with.a CGPA less than eight. me Fellows without an under-
the course of action to be taken With the IIM Act, 2017 having Many of these are even faculty graduate degree and if we were
ontheissue, ET haslearnt. come into effect, IIMs can now  at IIMA currently, the IIM has to go with the two year PG Di-

IIM Ahmedabad, meanwhile, offerPhDdegreesinstead. =~ pointedout.IIM Ahasalsowrit- ploma eligibility criteria, ma-

is not waiting until the confe- = The government has issued tenthatitdidnotthinkatwoye- ny IIM students will also be in-
rence. It has already writtento  PhD standards for IMs inkee- ar long Post Graduate Diploma eligible. That leaves us in a qu-
the HRD ministry objecting to pingwithcurrentUGCregula- in Management was necessary andaryand would discriminate
the new guidelines, ET has gat- tionsand practicesfollowedat and its one year condensed ver- againstour current crop of Fel-
hered. IITs. The ministry says that sion should also be considered lows. Therefore, we will meet

are framed keeping in mind - acceptable. and decide whether we need to
IIMOBJECTIONS the need to maintain parity The third point IIMA has rai- talk to government on the sub-
The ministry had shot off a betweenallinstitutesof natio- sed, is regarding the minimum ject and take a consolidated vi-
communication to all IIM Di- nalimportance. duration of three yearsfixedby ew on this or seek a special dis-
rectors on 23rd October detai- = Many of these eligibility cri- the government for the PhD pensation for Fellows who may
ling the minimum standards teria, however, are a signifi- programme.lIM Ahmedabadis be impacted”, another IIM Di-
for PhD admissions in IIMs. cant departure from the IIM of the view that advanced rectoradded.

Concerns have been raised by FPM mechanisms, sparking knowledge and original idea- Sources in the HRD ministry
the IIMs over three aspects of unhappiness at the top busi- tioncannotbe constrainedbya said that they are yet to receive
this eligibility criteria- a 8 nessschools. time barrier and candidates any representation from IIMs
CGPA requirement for direct = IIM Ahmedabad has written who can complete their docto- and will consider it once it is
entry candidates (with four ye- to the ministry pointing out ral earlier, should be welcome brought totheir attention.
ar degreeor BTech),atwoyear whilethegovernmenthasman- aswell. CEg
Post Graduate Diploma instead  dated a 8CGPA for direct entry Most IIMs of- e
of one and the ne- candidates to pursue a PhD, its fering FPM ag-
cessity of havinga
Bachelors degree
e;re;xal with a profes- IN
sio qualifica-
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