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UGC plans to set up

inter-varsity centre
for yogic science

Neelam Pandey
« neelam.pandey@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: After approvingunder-
graduate and post-graduate yoga
courses at universities, the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
(UGC)now plans to establish an
Inter-University Centre for Yogic
Sciencesin the country.

Sources said a proposal sub-
mitted in this regard is being
examined by the commission.

The UGC had also asked all
universities and colleges to prior-
itise the celebration of the Inter-
national Yoga Day (IYD), and sub-
mit proofofactivitiesundertaken
by students and facultymembers
for review. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modiled the countryincel-
ebratingthe thirdITYD editionon
Wednesday.

Earlier, the commission con-
stituted a panel under the chair-
manship of Dr HR Nagendra,
chancellor of the Swami Viveka-
nanda Yoga Anusandhana Sam-
sthana University in Bengaluru,
to assess the feasibility of estab-
lishing an Inter-University
Centre for Yogic Sciences."A
reporthas been submitted tothe
government.

The proposed centre will cater
to all yogic requirements of uni-
versitiesand colleges under a sin-
gleroof. “Itcan beused as aplace
to train the faculty through

- experts, and ensure

- PROPOSED CENTRE

WILL CATER TO YOGIC
REQUIREMENTS OF

VARSITIES, COLLEGES

attheyare
familiar with every nuanceofthe

“discipline. It will also be used tol

conduct collaborative research;
inside and outside India,” said
an official.

The government will soon take
afinaldecision on the centre.

The commission has short-.
listed 54 universities for setting
up yoga departments, besides
three universities and two insti-
tutions for national-level yoga
centres. “Six central universities
will get yoga departments. The
commission has granted Rs 10
crore to each of the six central
universities,” said another UGC
official. J

Last year, the UGC had
approved BSc(yoga), MSc(yoga),
PhD (yoga), PG diploma (yoga)
and PG diploma (yoga therapy)
courses in various institutions.

Through the Central Board of
Secondary Education, it also .

turned yoga into a subjectin the
National Eligibility Test. As

‘many as 7,279 candidates

appeared foriton January 22 this
year.
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