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IIT-Madras launches ‘Al4Bharat’ to boost Al innovation
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CHENNAL: In a bid to accelerate
innovation in Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) in India, scientists
fromIIT-Madras on Wednesday
launched a platform called
‘Al4Bharat’ that would help
build AI solutions to address
local problems in agriculture,

health care and other sectors.
Founded by Dr Mitesh MKha-
pra and Dr Pratyush Kumar,
assistant professors in the
department of computer science
and engineering, the platformis
open to students who would be
mentored to solve real-world
problems and accelerate Al
innovation. .
“Alisoneofthedefiningtech-

nologies of this age. However,
muchoftheresearchin Altoday
is driven by the problems of the
West. For instance, building
autonomous cars takes priority
over building systems that can
monitor the condition of rural
roads,” said Kumar. :
“We need to change this by
shifting thefocus toIndia. Thisis
where domain experts and the

government would play an
important role -- identify prob-
lemsthatare unique toIndiaand
can benefit from Al,” he added.

Khapraand Kumar havealso
co-founded “One Fourth Labs”
(incubated at the IIT Madras

Research Park) with amission to

design and deliver affordable
hands-on courses on AI and
related topics.

“Tosolve such problems, itis
important to move Al research
and development out of silos and
create a platform where Al pro-
fessionals can come together to
designand build impactful solu-
tions. With this in mind, our
immediate goal is to create a
community of 100 selected Al
experts and 50 domain experts,”
Khapranoted. i




