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'UGC-appointed panel gives
report on exam overhaul
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« amandeep shukla@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: A University Grants
Commission (UGC)-appointed
panel has preferred theintroduc-
tion of encrypted barcodes over
roll numbers to curb malpracti-
ces in examinations and on-de-
mand exannnahonfamhtytohelp
students.

The nine-member panel, setup
tomake suggestions for an over-
haul ofthe examination systemin
the country’s higher education
institutes,isalsoofthe view that
a model should be created for
undergraduate, post-graduate,
MPhiland PhD courses that will
enable continuousinternal eval-
uation and external tests.

The committee headed by MM
Salunkhe, aformer vice-chancel-

lor of the Central University of
Rajasthan, alsothinksthatthe-:

papers needs drastic reforms,
and it is for facilitating actual
learninginstead of rotelearning.

The report was submitted to
UGC onJanuary 29. The council
islargely in agreement with the
suggestions,aUGCmember said.

The panel of eminent educa-
tionists emphasised thatalearn-
ing outcome-based framework
should be the priority. Exams in
thepresentsystem, however,are

* oftenreduced totestingmemory

skillsalone, the panel felt:
Models for courses from
undergraduate to PhDs should be
worked out to balance continu-
ous internal assessment and
external assessment. For

instance, institutions can give
- 30% weightage tointernal assess-
ment and 70% assessment to
external examination, the panel
said. Inexceptionalinstitutions,
thisraﬁocanevenbeGMO

panel has suggested the use of
encrypted barcodes. It also
observed that a major source of
cheating was help from outside
the exam hall. If candidates are
ot permitted to leave the exam
centreinthefirst90 minutes,and
if they are not allowed to take
question papers outside, this
problem can benippedinthe bud,
the panel said.

It held that question papers
should be transmitted tothe cen-
tres through the internet just
before the commencement of the
exam. A national board may be
established toconduct examina-
tions “on-demand”, the report
said. “The panel has made sev-
eralrecommendations, including
on-demand exams. Under this

- system, a student can choose

whether s/heisreadytotakethe
test for the semester s/he is
studyingin...,” said the commis-




