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UGC-'approved list of journals full of bogus publications

The dubious publications were
identified by the team of
researchers that included
Bhushan Patwardhan, a profes-
sor at the Savitribai Phule Pune
University (SPPU), , a special

invitee member on the UGC Dber of predatory journals and -
Standing Committeefor Notifica- associated articles originate in
tionof Journalsandformervice- India” after analysing1,907 arti-
chancellor of SymbiosisInterna-  cles published in 200 journals

tional University. The UGC regulations, modi-

The other academicians who

journals from the UGC list
shortly,” Patwardhan said .
The paper also cites two
research studies published in
Natureand Nature Indialast year
which found that “a large num-

fied in the year 2013, mandated

worked on the analysis were publicationofatleasttwopapers
Shubhada Nagarkar (Depart- injournalspriortosubmissionof
mentofLibraryand Information ~ adoctoral thesis. The “publishor
Science, SPPU), Shridhar R. perish” criterion also applies to
Gadre (Interdisciplinary School  career advancement in the uni-
of Scientific Computing, SPPU),  versity system.

Subhash C. Lakhotia (Depart- Reports ofunethical practices
mentnofZoology, BanarasHindu  inpublishingofresearch papers,
University), Vishwa Mohan leadingtoanincreaseinthenum-
Katoch (Rajasthan Universityof  ber of predatory, dubious and
Health Sciences, Jaipur) and low-quality journals have been
David Moher (Centrefor Journa- ~ surfacing over the years, which

lology, Clinical Epidemiology

Program, Ottawa Hospital

Research Institute, Ottawa).
Out of the 1,336 journals stud-

ied, 897 were disqualified from

was why the study was initi-

~ated,Patwardhan said.

Amit Shah

the UGC- approved list of jour- “On the issue of special sta-
nals by the human resource tus for Andhra Pradesh, it is
development ministryforprovid- regrettable that some political
ingfalseinformationsuchasan parties are whipping up public
incorrect ISSN ( International  sentimentsrather thanencour-
Standard Serial Number), mak- aginganinformed debate which
ingfalseclaimsabouttheimpact  is the cornerstone of a vibrant
getting published in their pages: democracy,” he wrote.

would have, indexingindubious
databases, poor credentials of
editors and non-availability of
informationsuch asan address,
website details and names of edi-

The BJP president said the
Centre had offered a Special

Assistance Measure (financial

package)to AndhraPradeshin
September 2016, which was

Parth Welankar aproliferation offdubious Ministry, analysed 1,336 aca-
» parth.welankar@hindustantimes.com journals. demic periodicals randomly
RECOMMENDAHONS Vi el Astudytobepubhshedm semm$ amség% .
coordinated effort her to develo stzi;wt PUNE: A requirement that theMarchZ&ssueof(}urrent jo inthe uni-
‘gghe:;’e:pmiépaﬂmof. Gt mweprovsioﬁspa ddecide scholars get atleasttwo Science notesaspurtinthe versity- sourcecon:ponento
* researchers, institutions, | ‘ research paperspublished in - number of predatory and Their conclusion: “Over88%
funders regulatorsand | onsid aUniversity Grants Commis-  dubious journalsoffering ‘pay ofnon-indexed journals in the
academies to stop mushroom- - lng sion-approved journalbefore  and publish’ sevicestogullible  university source component
ing of dubious journals. submitting their doctoralthe-  authors. \ ofUGC-approx,',ed list could be
# Such publications needtobe ses, coupled with pressure on Forthestudytitled “Acriti-  oflow quality. %
challenged, questioned and universityteachers toget = calanalysisofthe UGC-ap- Whilethe UGC websitelists
- de-recognised at every level. | rapidly growing predatow their research published reg- provedlistof]ournals,”"a 32,659](_)uma1_s,umversity-
w Academiaand government | publishing business and pay ularly in academic periodi- teamofsixresearchers,in ~ sourcejournals (5,699)are
agencies should “work ,;:andmtrash' culture” cals, has produced an unex- associationwiththeHuman ~ those whicharerecom-
pected s1de-eﬁ‘ect Ithasledto  ResourceDevelopment(HRD) cormNUEDX ONP5
§ 4 2\ £ =
tors. Papers published in the dis-
Pubhcatlons fots gl et
mended by various universities  sidereddvalid.
in the country, the paper notes. “It is an alarming situation
UGChasadmitted thatitreceived thatsuchahuge percentage ofthe
several complaints about the journals are bogus. Globally, it
inclusion oflow-quality journals = hampers the image of our coun-
soon after the release of its try,” Patwardan said.
approved list of journals on 2 The HRD ministry hasadopted
June2017.TheUGChasremoved averypositive approachtodeal-
a few journals after an evalua- ing with the issue “and has
tion, the paper said. decided to remove all the bogus



