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Jaipur: The Union ministry of
human resource and develop-
ment (HRD), could soon offer
relief to lakhs of PhD degree
holders who had enrolled for or
were awarded doctorate de-
grees before the cut off year
2009. The move would exempt
them from clearing the eligibil-
ity tests like National Eligibili-
ty Test (NET) and SLET/SET
(State eligibility tests) to quali-
fy as assistant professors in
universities and colleges
throughout India.

According to sources, HRD
minister, Smriti Irani, could ap-
prove of this in a meeting
scheduled in Shillong on April
4. The meeting could formalise
this decision, which sources
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AFAVOURABLE
DECISION WOULD
REVOKE THE PREVIOUS
DECISION ENFORCED
THROUGH UGCACT
2010... PHD DEGREES
BEFORE 2009 WILL BE
VALID AFTER THIS

say, is based on a report ten-
dered by Arun Nigvekar com-
mittee. Nigvekar has previous-
ly served as the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
chairman and was directed to
helm the panel in July 2015 to
sort out anomalies in eligibility
criteria of PhD holders award-
ed degree before the year 2009.
When contacted, Nigvekar
refused to divulge any details.
He, however, told dna, “We are
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in the process of finalising the
report.”

A favourable ministry deci-
sion would end up revoking the
previous decision enforced
through UGC Act 2010, which
had introduced 16 parameters
for completion of PhD to quali-
fy for teaching as assistant pro-
fessor. After these amendments,
several of the degree holders,
many with substantial experi-
ence in teaching, found them-
selves ineligible for teaching.

This would come as a relief
for some 5 lakh degree holders
who had enrolled for and were
awarded PhD degrees between
2002 and 2009.

In Rajasthan, some 10,000
candidates are expected to ben-
efit out of the move, provided it
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by the HRD ministry.

Sources said that Nigvekar
committee has completed the
task assigned to it.

The matter was originally
taken up by Rajasthan governor
and chancellor Kalyan Singh
who had coomunicated to the un-
ion HRD ministry to have the
confusion over the eligibility cri-
teria for hiring of assisatnt pro-
fessors in state universities and
colleges.

It was on his intervention that
the union minister Smriti Irani
constituted the Nigvekar panel.





