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NEWDELHI: Layingdown theroad-
map for major changes in engi-
neering courses, the All India
Council for Technical Education
(AICTE)on Wednesday unveiled
its policies on student intern-
ships, examination reform and
thetraining oftechnical teachers.
' As part of its recommenda-

tions, students pursuing bache-

lor’s degree in engineering will
havetoundergoatleast600to 700
hoursofinternships which would
earn them credits. AICTE, the
apex body on technicaleducation
inthe country, hasalsosuggested
examinations to test a student’s
ability toapply knowledgerather
than cramfacts.Ithasalsogiven
the nod for open book exams.

Technical feachers, on the
otherhand, will have toundergo

aninduction courseatthetimeof

joiningandwilla]sdhavﬂakeep
updating themselves' as they

progress.

Officials said the poucies
released by human resource
deVeIOpment minister Prakash

Javadekar, are focussed ons

1mproving employabﬂﬁy G

According to the A’ICTEs
Internship policy document, a
minimum of 14-20 credits of
internship or entrepreneurial

activities may be counted
towards B.Tech programme and
10-14 credits for the three year
diploma course. This will result
in about 600-700 hours of total
internship duration for B.Tech
students and 450 to 500 for
diploma students.

" The AICTE hasalsosuggested
aninitial induction programme
forteachersand updation of their
skill set through in-service train-
ing programmes.

The AICTE hassaid that these
suggestions werenot mandatory
butcanprovidefuturedirection
for technical education, it has
also prepared a model curricu-
lum whichwﬂlsewe asabroad
guideline.

Commenting on the sugges-

tions UGC ex-member ProfInder
- Mohan Kapahy said, “the pur-

pose of engineering education
cannot be merely acquiring a
degree. The awarded degree
mustbeassociated with optimal
learningoutcomes. Mostemploy-
erscomplain that our technology
_degreeholdersarenotequipped
to provide solutions to actual

problems faced by services and &
production industry. They lack 3

innovative skills. With these

reforms the situation ma9§

improvein thenextseventoeight
years.” 8

Javadekaralsoestablishedan
innovation cellatthe AICTE with
an aim to brainstorm new ideas "
about promoting innovation i in f
allhighereducation institutions - ¥

on Wednesday. The minister = |
launched the cell through video - E
%

conferencing.

“This willbeasignificantstep |
ininstitutionalisinginnovation

and developing a scientific tem-
perament in the country. The
purpose of formation of network
of Institution’s mnovation Coun-
cils (IICs)is toencourage, inspire
and nurture young students ,”
Javadekar said. / g
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