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Teachertrainingin Indiaset
for requlatory overhaul

LEARNING IT ANEW National Council For Teacher Education promises drastic action against teacher
training colleges, 3,000 of which could be barred from taking admissions from the next academic year

Prashant K. Nanda
» prashant.n@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: The business of teacher
education is set for a clean-up.
And some would say long over-
due.

The blueprint being wielded by
the apex regulator, the National
Council For Teacher Education
(NCTE); promises drasticaction
against errant institutions—
nearly 3,000 teacher education
colleges may be barred from
admittingfreshstudentsfromthe
nextacademicyear.

Simultaneously, by January
next year, NCTE will put out a
ranking of the top 100 teacher
traininginstitutes. ‘

While the move could poten-
tially create some confusion, the
government believes it is essen-
tial to curb the growth of poor
quality institutions and bring
about transparency in teacher
training.

! “Wehave(given)approvalfor
18,000-19,000 courses running in
around 15,000 institutions. The
gap (those whohave not submit-
ted the baseline information) is
around 3,000-4,000 colleges. We

* are giving time till 30 June and
those who will not submit, cannot

~ admit,” said NCTE chairman A.
$anthosh Mathew.

NCTEistheapex teacheredu-

cation regulator in India and
functions under the Union
human resource development
(HRD) ministry.
i NCTE has already collected
preliminary data through affida-
vitsand show-cause noticesithas
served to around 12,000 institu-
tions.

- Mathew said those who
approachNQ’l‘E after the expiry
of the deadline will have to
undergo inspections ahead of

. admittingstudents.
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cal assets Now on, phys1cal

assets will getjust 10% weightage,

20% weight will go to academ1c
assets, 30% to teacher transac-
tions and 40% tostudents’learn-
ingoutcome. Currently, thereis
no weightage on learning out-
comes forapproval or accredita-
tionof such institutions, anditis
solely driven by physical infra-
structure.
Learningoeutcomesareaweak
link, something that has been
confirmed by several studies
including the Annual Status of
Education Report published by
education non-profit Pratham.
For example, the 2016 ASER
report said the overall learning

" Jevel among Indian students is

“pretty disappointing”. The
report underhnedthatonemtw

“Foryears, wehavegivenalot
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. 'Ihe focus on learning outcomes and toachors training are key, said NCTE chairman A Santhosh Mathew

of 1mportance to phys1calassets
when are we going to talk about
learning outcome? That’s what
we are trying to donow. We are
goingtoconductaproctored test
under which aspiring teachers
will be videographed during
practical classes. We shall run
Big Data to score their perform-
ance,” Mathew said, adding both
institutionsand individuals will
get performance scores.

Hesaid some90videovansare
beingused tovideograph classes
and a national portal to host
detailsofteacherstakingclasses,
including the notesdistributedin
class, will be setup.
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Jand how the students are
performing in a real-life class
environment.

Along with the basehne data

Mathew said NCTE is also

- working to rank teacher educa-

tion colleges, more than two-
thirds of whicharerun privately.
He said NCTE has roped in Adil
Zainulbhai, chairman of Quality
Coqnciloflndia,toassistindevis-
ing the rankings. As a first step,
NCTE will unveil top 100institu-
tions by January 2018 and rank-
ings over the next 12 months
thereafter.

“We shall use data analytics
andselect some1,200institutions
and then will inspect some 400-
500institutions before giving top
100ranks. The scores and ranks
will be made public and parents

and teachers will be free to take

mesandteachers'training
arekey because withautomation,

bly-line kind ofjobs, will be ofless
demand. Unlessthe school sector
improves, it will be tough tofind
enough efficient workers in
future. “What will happen tothe
youth bulge? Its time to think
aboutit,” headded.

“Any education policy that
focuses on learningoutcomeisa
positive step. Such a system for
teacher education colleges will
help in improving the overall
quality of schooling in India.
Indianeedstofocusonanoutput-
driven education model rathar j
than input-based system te
improve quality. Besides, the
ranlungofteachereducaﬁoncni "
\egesalsowﬂlhe\pmonvateﬁ\m

brandvalmn
ts’fziith,”saidRothapoor,

director, education practice, at

manyjobs, especially the assem- consultmgﬂrmDeloitteIndia
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