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Universities
as Temples
of Learning

The Delhi high court’s eye-open-

ing observations on the anti-na-
tional activities at the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) vindi-
catethestancetaken by the BJP -
that such acts are unpardonable
and also highlights the urgency
with which all stakeholdersneed
toacttorestore universitiesas
templesof learning. Initsbail or-
der of Kanhaiya Kumar; the high
court observes that the “infec-
tion” of anti-national activities
needs tobenipped in the bud be-
fore the cost of controlling such
behavior escalates prohibitively:
Tothiseffect, both the incidents
atthe Hyderabad Central
University (HCU)and JNU have
acommon thread—theyreflecta
sinister plot of settingupneed-
less confrontation within our so-
ciety, creating schisms by driving
awedge under the grab of free
speech and ultimately celebrat-
ingthedisintegration of this
country by working from within.
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against the state but against the
nation, of which the state is only
apart. Thefact that such slogans
wereraised ata university cam-
pus inthe garb of free speech
shows a total lack of under-
standing of the law and outright
disrespect for our soldiers who
are braving severe adversitiesat
the frontiers, including the ex-
tremely inhospitable Siachen,
and protecting our borders so
that we can live in freedom and
enjoy the freedom of speech.

Role of Faculty &
Administration

Thehigh court hasstated that the
“feelings or the protestreflected
inthe slogansneed introspection
by the student community whose
photographsare available on
record holding posters carrying
photographsof Afzal Guruand
Magbool Bhatt”. However, the
larger responsibility alwayslies
with thefaculty of such esteemed
institutions. Central universities
are provided autonomy because
of the inherent belief thatthe
teachersand administration of
such universities have the wis-
dom tokeepthe interest of stu-
dents and the country central to
thelearning process. Thisauton-
omy that universities are granted
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Anti-Death Penalty Vs
Condoning Terror
InHCU, one particular student

oy

body offered homageto Yakub R
“Memon, whowasrésponsiblefor [\
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the brutal killing of innocent
people in Mumbai. The aim of
the body was to portray Yakub
Memon asamartyr who wasun-
justly hanged by the Indian State.
The decision to hang Yakub
Memon was not taken by the
Narendra Modi-led NDA govern-
ment, but by the Supreme Court
which did everything in its capac-
itytoensureafairand free trial.
The NDA government did every-
thing as per procedure with re-
specttothehangingof Yakub
Memon. The opinion on impos-
ing death penalty by the courtsis
divided and one should respect
theview of the othersinthisre-
gard. However, when a student
association uses the ruse of pro-
testing against the death penalty
selectively; only to valorise a ter-
rorist, then it isnothing but justi-
fying violence and condoning ter-
rorism against the people of
India. The incendiary placards
stating “if one Yakub Menon was
killed, hundreds of Yakub
Menons would take birth from
eachhouse” isnotan anti-death
penalty sloganbutacall tobru-
tally kill our fellow citizens
through violent acts of terror
against the Indian state.

Free Speech Vs Sedition
The Delhi Police had filed a case
of sedition (Section 124A of TPC)
against some JNU students who
had participated in an event on
February 9. This gathering was
surreptitiously organised to

* commemorate the hanging of
Afzal Guru that took place in
2013, besides valorising and even
questioning the wisdom of the
highest court of this country. It
isamatter of seriousconcern
that aformer home minister of
the country shared the same
wisdom. The slogans that were
raised at JNU, such as “Bharat
tere tukde honge Insha’Allah,
Insha’Allah” and “Bharat ki bar-
badi tuk jungrahegijungrahe-
gi”, were disturbing for any re-

- sponsible citizen. They were not
meant to protest death penalty
buta clear call for disintegration
of India. They were not only
aimed at inciting violence

FOR REASON & WISDOM
Let our higher cen-
tres of learning be
breeding grounds of
reason, wisdom and
responsibility

comes with responsibilitiesjust
asthe fundamental rights eluci-
dated in Part-IlTunder Article
19(1XA) of the Constitution
comes with duties that are eluci-
dated in Part-IV under Article 51
(A).Thus the judgment observ-
ing the responsibility of the
faculty of JNU and itsrole in
guiding the students on the
right path so that they contrib-
ute to the growth of the nation,
came as a timely reminder of
the task at hand.

Iam confident that the new
National Policy on Education,
which is being spearhead by my
colleague in the HRD mhinistry
through over 2.751akh direct
consultations, will restore the
sanctity of universities of tem-
plesof learning.

Let our higher centres of learn-
ing be breeding grounds of rea-
son, wisdom and responsibility
instead of being fountainheads
of anti-national activism. That
iswhy such tendencies that were
manifest at the JNU should be
nipped in the bud.

The author is Union parliamentary
affairs & urban development minister
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